DOCUMENT RESUME 



PS 022 007 

Ejlali, Christine 

LIFE (Learning Is For Everyone) Program Evaluation, 

October 1, 1989-September 30, 1990). 

Washington County Board of Education, Jonesborough, 

TN. 

30 Sep 90 
85p. 

Reports - Evaluative/Feasibility (l42) 
MF01/PC04 Plus Postage. 

''^Academic Achievement; At Risk Persons; Community 
Involvement; Educational Improvement; Elementary 
School Students; ^Parent Participation; Parent Role; 
^Parent School Relationship; Parent Workshops; 
Primary Education; *^Program Effectiveness; ^Program 
Evaluation; ^School Activities; Student Attitudes; 
Teacher Workshops 

'^Washington County School District TN 



This report describes the Learning Is For Everyone 
(life) program, a community involvement initiative developed by the 
Washington County, Tennessee, schools to increase the level of family 
involvement in the schools to raise student achievement levels. The 
LIFE program's primary focus in 1989~90 was to establish a positive 
attitude toward education in students in kindergarten through second 
grade. Children, parents, and teachers participated in six major 
activities: (1) the Bowdoin School Parent Education Program for 
parents to make them more effective educators at home; (2) the Family 
Math Program to help parents teach basic math skills to their 
children at home; (3) the Parents Assisting School Success (PASS) 
Program to help parents better understand how to work with their 
children; (4) the Pre-Kindergarten Screening Program to identify 
at-risk students before they start school; (5) the Summer Enrichment 
Program to help at-risk students .Improve their academic skills; and 
(6) several Teacher Training Workshops to help teachers work better 
with parents. Each of these programs is examined in detail, and 
specific procedures developed to evaluate each program component and 
the LIFE program as a whole are discussed. The report notes that, 
overall, the 1989-90 LIFE program was very successful in meeting 
broad goals of creating new parent-school partnerships. (MDM) 
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LIFE (LEARNING IS FOR EVERYONE) 
PROGRAM EVALUATION 



I. BacxoBOQiD noroBiOLvxoa 

X. Thtt WashiB^toB County School syatui 

Th« Washington County School systaa i» locatad in tha 
Morthaaat cornar of Tannasaaa and in aany raspacts is 
raprasantativa of tha typical county school systaa in tha ragion 
with approKimataly «0-70 parcant classifiad as rural. During tha 
19S9-tO school yaar thara wara 8401 studants attandin? tha 
Washington county schools. Approximataly 36% wara anrollad in 
qradas lC-4; thirty-thraa parcant (33%) wara in gradas 5-8 and 
thirty-ona parcant (31%) wara in gradas 9-12. Xpproximataly 40% 
of all studants qualify for fraa or raducad lunch, indicating tha 
low socioaoono«ic backgrounds that many studants baing to school. 
Tha avaraga par pupil axpanditura was S2««9 in i9t9-90, which 
ranks tha Washington county school* tanth out of 
school systaas in tha First Tannassaa congrassional district. 

Tha two high schools in tha Washington County schools sarva 
vary diffarant populations within Washington County. Danial 
Boona High School sarvas tha northarn portion of tha county whlla 
oavid Crocltatt High School sarvas tha southam and of tha county. 
Each of thasa ands of tha county ara diffarant and a diff«rant 
sat of faadar schools faad aach of thasa high schools. Danial 
Boona High School is locatad batwaan Johnson City and Kingsport 
and sarvas a coamunity populatad primarily by workars froa thasa 
■era industrial araas. Roads in this northarn portion of tha 
county provida aasy accass to thasa citias and hava laad to 
substantial rasidantial growth in this araa in tha past savaral 
yaars. 

David croekatt High School, on tha othar hand, is locatad 
outsida of Jonasborough, Tannassaa and sarvas a mora rural araa, 
with many of tha familias raprasantad at this school involvad in 
agriculturai-oriantad occupations. Tha rasidantial and 
industrial growth this southam and of tha county has ramainad 
fairly stabXa duri. tha past yaars. Tha nuabars of childran 
anrollad in tha alaitary and middla schools locatad in thasa vary 
diffarant ands of tha county ara shown in Tabla 1. 

Data compliad by tha school systaa also indicatad that Tha 

soeioaeonomie mix in th hool systaas wara vary 

for axaasXa, of tha total anrollaant of childran in tha fiva 
alaaantary schools in tha southam and of tha county, ^050 or 
(4t%) of tha studants qualifiad for fraa or raducad lunch during 
tha l9t9-90 school yaar. In contrast, €32 or <30%) of «<»•• 
tha four alaaantary schools at tha northarn and of ^ 
qualifiad for fraa or raducad lunch. Pravious rasaarch has also 
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. 4.^dt «.>.««- ^tim mntmnt and natur* of parantal involv«m«nt in 
turn rJlirch had also shoira that studant scora. in 

nSitharn and .outham and. of tha «<»«^ty, with studants at 
th* aottthara and scoring lowar on atandardixad tasting 
in»tru««nt8. 

«.hia I. Distribution of studants anrollad in tha Washington 
county schools for tha 1989-90 school yaar 
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fouthazm Portion of tha county 

xsbury llamantary School 
joaasborough llaaantary school 
joaasborovgh Middla School 
r.aaar llaaantary School 
south central Blamantary school 
wast Viav llaaantary School 

lorthara Vortioa of tba county 

Boonas craak llaaantary school 
Boonas craak Klddla School 
fall Braaeh llaaantary School 
oray llaaantary school 
sulphur Springs llaaantary 

TOTML 

X raviaif of tha rasaareh comparing schools at 
and southarn ands of Washington County lad 

SncISioa that faaiiy involvaaant wa. ^J^^SSiUSl 
SSS lowar socioaconoaie status, tha graata.t Jjf •J^jJ.P;'?;*:^ 
iavolvaaaat ia tha schools occurrad at gradas ' fl" 
lolar USoaoonoaic backgrounds tandad to coaa f roa tha •o«tharn 
iSd Sf tSa^SSS. in addition, school officials raviawad tha 
SJr^St UtSS2; ih^ch indlcatad tha SStrih^r 
faaiiy aaabars in tha aducational process of thair child. Tja 
TSis inf oraation laad to ^'^li^KtiJ^^'.^J^SS* 
(Laaming Is For ivaryona) Prograa i^"*^*"**** 
tha fall, Htf in tha Washington County Schools. 
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involv«««nt sine* its incaption in 1986. Th« initial focus of 
iSrilS progr.. wa. to incroa.a tha laval of family xnvolv«m.nt 
S thr«chool« by davaloping an organixad ayataa wharaby parant. 
could voluntaar to work in tha school a. 

miila tha PASS program had baan vary succaaaful in 
•ncouraging parant participation in tha achools, m 1989 it was 
ScSgniiad that morS naadad to ba dona to ancouraga parants to 
JlcSia involvad in th« aducation of thair childran in tha »y»tam. 

on an analyaia of achiavamant taat data, PASS participation 
oattarna and tha socioaconomic nix prasant in tha agisting 
schools within tha county, it bacama claar to school officials 
that thara wara inaquvtias batwaan schools in tha northam and 
southam anda of tha county. 

Tha data that wara collactad on tha diffarant schools 
indicatad a naad to incraaaa tha acadamic achiavamant of thosa 
childran raaiding in tha southam and of tha county. In 
oarticular, atudants in Asbury, wast viaw, Lamar and South 
Swtral Blamantary schools wara targatad for tha naw Program. 
Thia program waa accomplishad through a modification in tha pass 
Drogram. Thia modification of tha PASS program involyad tha 
InSoduction of family laarning activitiaa and paranting coursas 
into tha communitias by individuals from **»osa communitiaa. A 
Family involvamant Spacialist and school social Jorkar raachad 
out to tha familias through homa viaita and naighborhood aita 
damonatrationa of laarning activitiaa avai labia in "obila 
laarning cantars. Activitiaa in thaaa "community »oJ;»i"" 
orasantad aa family-cantarad anrichmant activitiaa, in ordar to 
dispal nagativa attitudaa toward aducation and tha aducational 
procaaa. incantivas and racognition systama wara introducad to 
Srovida immadiata rawarda for family involvamant in ^ha child a 
SScational program. Tha raal intant of tha modification of tha 
PASS program waa to incorporata a mora comprahansiva program of 
parantal involvamant into tha schools by ia<=^«*»f!?9 °^ 
homa/family activitiaa and paranting coursas availabla through 
tha original PASS program. 

Tha primary focua of tha naw LIPB program for tha 1989-90 
school yaara waa on studanta in gradaa K-2 in tha 
schools at tha aoutharn and of tha county. Thaaa gradaa wara 
initially targatad bacauaa involvamant at ^^^fi^". . 

traditioially highar than at othar ,*^»il*^;!?;*;^*piSa 
northam and of tha county continuad with tha 

program, thoaa in tha southam and of tha county ''f®" 
PASS in addition to a numbar of othar programa spacificaliy 
dasignad to incraaaa tha laval of family involvamant in tha 
school. 

Tha goal of tha program waa to diractly _»,,„„-w 
•attbliahmant of a poaitiva attituda toward aducation. Through 
tha outraaeb af fort paranta wara ancouragad to vocaliia ana 
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«f4aualis« •ducat ion*l •xp«ct*tion» for thair childran. Training 
aduoatloaal paraonnal was dasignad to fa«iliari»a than with 
:Ji mtarralationship batwaan fa«ily issuas and aducational 
«ttaii«a»t. Tha long-ranga goal was to halp family aaabars 
tmdarstaBd that thair own aducational axparianca could ba 
I^hanead through tha eontinuad laarning of skills ragardlass of 
IS By training parants to anhanea thair childrans' aducation 
JSrough ho«a laarning activitias and through tha application of 
^Maarch basad tachniquas in paranting and bahavior managaaant, 
IZm projact ampowarad faailiaa with tha instructional knowladga 
Ind tachniquas to provida students the opportunity to raach thaxr 
leadaaio potantlal. Tha modification of tha original PASS 
orograa rainforcad tha concapt that an affactiva ««"ily 
involvaaant prograa must assass tha naads of tha fanilias thay 
ara to sarva and adapt to maat thair naads. 

B. Goals of tha Program 

Tha following sarias of goals and objactivas wara usad to 
guida tha Lin program for tha 1989-90 school yaar. 

OOIL #l< Ye darralop attitudas and undarstandings that would 
•aabia faaili as to baooma affaotiwa partners with thair 
school in tha aducation of thair childraa. 

Objactiva 1: Continua to train, placa and coordinate the 
aducational voluntaars in tha schools (PASS 
program) • 

Objaotiva 2: Provide saminars and awareness activities on 
child devalopmant. 

Objeetiva #3: Provida family cantarad activitias at tha 

community schools and in naighborhood sitas. 

Objective #4: Conduct homa visits to children anrollad at 
tha targat schools. 

Objective «5t organize and coordinata family educational 
support groups in tha targated schools. 

OOlL «2s »o dafwalop tachniquas and praoticas naoassary for 

•ffeetlwe parenting, eapitalisiag oa tta time spent at homa, 

Objaotiva «1: laplament tha Bowdoin Parant Education 
Program for all parents of Kindergarten 
studants. 

Objaotiva H: Prasant tha Family Math Program for parents 
of primary grada childran. 
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objttctiva «3: 

Obj«etlv« «4: 
Obj«otlv« «S: 



Pr«s«nt th« P*nily Pocus N«wap*p«rs in 
•dueation program in conjunction with tba 
Johnaon City Fraaa. 

Maintain and coordinata cantar for 
Educational Homa Laaming Matariala. 

oparata a Mobila Laaming cantar in tha 
eomnunitiaa targatad. 



aoxL #3t TO raduca aigaificantly tba axpaaaaa aad 

diraotad tovarda raaadial and apaoial aduoation programa by 
a^^ny of a prograa diraotad at prarantioa. 



objaotiva «l: 

Objaotiva 2: 
Objaotiva #3: 

Objaotiva 4: 



Coordinata a comprahanaiva scraaning of pra- 
ragiatarad Xindargartan atudanta at all 

setaoola. 

suparvisa a sumar program for pra- 
Jtindargartan studanta «»at-risk". 

suparvisa a suanar program for pra-first 
grada studanta which focuasaa on tha 
maintananca of skill davalopaant. 

Coordinata tha provision of haalth or social 
sarvicas for faailiaa of at tha targatad 
schools and qualifying studanta. 



qoUm «4t TO provida for tha haalthy working ralationahipa 
batvaiui paraats aad aohoola. 



Objaotiva #1: 

Objaotiva «2: 
Objaotiva #3: 
Objaotiva «4: 



Provida training for Chaptar ona and spacial 
aducation parsonnal on working af factivaly 
with faailiaa. 

provida training fcr aducati-snal parsonnal on 
fuBily ralatad issues. 

provida racognition and incantivaa to family 
participants at tha targat schools. 

Dissaainata information to naw parants in 
Waahingtoa County on child davalopmant. 



C. Participants in tha Programa 

participants in tha prograa wara composad of P^anta in tha 
alaaaatarr achools in Washington Couaty, 

voluatarlXT participatad in tha P'W*";' ^J^^HSaS who angagad 
participatad in tha varioua programa aad tha taaehars who angagaa 
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in prof«««ion«l d«v«lop««nt activities associated with ths 
^iffarsnt prograas in ttaa LIFE pro j act. 

D. Analysis of Program componants 

Thara vara a nuabar of diffarant aspacts to 

TTM ProdraB. THa Bowdoin Parant Education Program provided 

oSnS JiS infoJmation to maka tha> mora aff active as teachers 
K SSil. Se pSuy Math Progr«. provided information which also 
helped parents becoie more effective in teaching basic "th 
slilla at home. Parent Training seminars ware 
parents understand how to work most: •"•«tivaly with their 
childrea. Teacher Training Workshops were «»n*««J*; ^^S*^"* 
•any childhood, special education and chapter I teachers 
SSiLine how t; wSrk more •"•«tiv«ly with parants. The jre- 
Kindergartan screening Program was used to identify "t^J*;" 
SSk" for failure in kindergarten, while the sumer Enrichment 
program was developed to help those Youngstata identified as at 
invito develop the skills necessary to function in kindergarten 
and first grade. The social services and health ••f i«*" J^^V., 
Sso provided to create a link between the home, school •Jj^"*' 
;iSu5"^, Each of these programs is described in more detail 
under each appropriate analysis section. 

II. DSSCBZPTIOV OF THE EVALUATIOM PROCESS 

A. Purpose of the Evaluation 

The Durpose of this evaluation was to validate the 
effectiJeSSS if the LIFE progr«a. By design, the •v;l"*tion 
focused on the broad goals and specific oji'^tiv**. The intent, 
however, was not simply to determine whether 
been me^, but to provide a multifaceted *«;e'iPii»» ?J ^ ^ 
program through the eyes of the participants. To this end a 
SoSination of quantitative and qualitative data collection 
methods were utilized. 

B. Evaluation Design and Measurement procedures 

The evaluation design was em post f*cto in nature, in that 
much of tha information about attitudes, beliefs and 
SSarstandings were collected after the P"9™« J"* ^J'!?^**'*'** 
Such a desigS makes it difficult to infer causa . . 

SlationshlS. This type of design does provide, however, for a 
riiS dasariotion of program detail. Whara appropriate, 
SU?i2ScS proSeSurK Sere used to maka inferences regarding 
SiffirenH. betSeen groups, in a manner that approximates the 
analysis one would perform in an experimental situation. 

Data ware gen.rally collected by 'ly-'ii^^S'i"; "*,ttitudes 
inventories that were specifically J-v-lop;* JSy of 

and undarstaadings of parents, teachers, and students. Many or 
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in«trum«nt. «r« d«v«lop«4 .pacifically for thi. •^^Jly;*^?? 
procass. in* LIFB Program Ms«ss»«nt Por» was ^'fj^^; 
programs to assass participant, attituda. towcrd P"JJ"- 
?h. Parant Eatp.ctation. A..a..mant Porm (PBAf) ''••^f*"^?^** 
M*ass tba tyS« of axp.ctation. parants hald ragarding Jhair 
S*l5% aducition. Tha Parant oriantation to Laarning invantory 
T»oi.i) maasuras how poaitiva an adult viawa laarning and tua 
iJJSJitil" "J .dttcltion. Th. Studant Ox'iantation to Laarning 
TSSIntory (BOLD was daaignad to maasura atudanta' attitudaa 

Suoitlii and laarSing. Tha Ho.a l»volv.«ant Invantory 
was usad to datarmina bov mucb tima parants apant taaching thair 
childran at homa through various activitiai. Tha Taachar 
Sork.h!p Evaluation Fo?m and tha Taachar S-J'-^m-'^^^ 
daaignad to provida information on tha quality of and ouj.coma of 
tSIchar training aa.sion. Tha Bowdoin Mathod: invanto^ of 
parant Baliaf. and tha Briganca K-1 Basic fe""}*^ J"«";;;J 
Ira copyrightad matarials and vara not indudad ia^J*** S;*"*^* 
matariils. Briaf opan-andad intarviaws var« ^'J* JJ^S^^J^JJ^dj, 
parsonal faalings about tha various programs. Archival racoras 
vara also usad to obtain data for taa analysis. 



C. Bvaluaters 



Tha .valuation was conductad by Dr. Russall ^'^y^'.. 
AssocSt. Profassor in tha oapartmant of 

and Policy Analysis at East Tannassaa atata Uai^"?"^- J* p.^, 
Sf farant timas, tha principa. avaluator was assistad by Mr. Pata 
cummins, Ms. chary 1 Rhoton and Ma. Xioaping Wang. 

III. BBBULIS 

Tha raaults of tha .valuation ara prasantad as * JJ^i*' 
rasponsaa to aach of tha programs on tha pagaa fjlljy- ^''^ 

aach program, a briaf background statamant is P^^o^^***' 
;;Soi« i. dMcribad, spacific program "•^i?"^'*^'^*'' 
ind program spacific activitias ara discusa.d. ^^•.f"^''" a 
a...s.m.nt procdur.. ara than praa.nt.d, f^^SL 
with r..ults and a briaf discus.ion. Bach program sagmant ands 
Sth a briaf program summary which highlights tha major findings. 
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ffMctagonga and Pnr peaa of thm ProcrrMi 

Th« Bowdoia Paront Education Program is a salf-containod 
taaching SYStMi that imparts ths knowlsdgs parsnts nssd to hslp 
thsir childrsn dsvslop propsr skills and attitudss toward 
loaming. Tho program vas dssignsd in ths 1960 »s by Ruth 
Bowdoin, who fslt that somsthing nssdsd i-.o bs dons to rsducs ths 
growing numbsr of childrsn with Isarning problsms who wsrs 
sntsring ths schools. 8hs thsrsfors dsvslopsd this sst of 
curriculum matsrials that wsrs dssignsd tho involvs ths P*5«»«» 
at homs, with ths child. Ths matsrials ars not fillsd vith 
sducational jargon and institutional languags, but ars written 
simply, dirsctly and clsarly to parsnts. Ths Bowdoin Program was 
sslsctsd for national disssmination by ths U.S. Offics of 
Education and has won ths prsstigious Educational Pacsssttsr 
Award. Ths Bowdoin Program is dssignsd for uss by many diffsrsnt 
••tsachsrs** of childrsn, including parsnts, tsachsrs, day cars 
worJcsrs, school voluntssrs, babysittsrs and othsrs. Ths program 
consists of tsn diffsrsnt books which focus on diffsrsnt topics. 
Thsss books ars listsd bslow along with statsmsnts summarising 
ths major smphasis in sacb. 

Book is Pmrsmts azs Tsactasrs 

providss forty- four Isssons for ths child 2-«, using common 
housshold objscts. Ths Issson smphasiass languags and concspt 
dsvslopmsnt aimsd at succsssful rsading. Parsnts ars told 
clsarly vhy sach Issson is taught, what is nssdsd and how to bs 
most sffsctivs. 

Book 2t niousaads and Thousands of Words 

Suggssts spscific ways for hslping parsnts dsvslop a child's 
vocabulary. Explains why this is so important in Isarning to 
rsad. Most sffsctivs tor agss 2-8. 

Book 3s HOW TOUT Child Lsans 

Emphasisss ths many ways in which childrsn ags 2-8 isarn. 
Parsnts ars shown how to provids Isarning sxpsrisncss. 

Book 4t words that Win childrsn 

Offsrs usmful Words to uss in building positivs fsslings in a 
child ags 2-t. "Don't say" and "Do say" words ars givsn to 
parsnts asd rsasons why ars sxplainsd simply. 

Book 5s zamtomd of Magging (Happior Child. Happisr »*'«;i> . ^ 
Prssonts ways of managing childrsn agss 2-8 in ordsr to dsvslop 
positivo fsslings and fissl mors full functioning, simpls 
sffsetivo suggostions ars givsn. 

Book •% Tho Zivortancs of Good Tssliags (And low to Givs Ihsm to 

Idsntifiom spscific ways in which parsnts may hslp childrsn agss 
2-i dovolop a good sslf-concspt. 



BEST COPY WIMBlt 
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Book 7s Hov Things Look 

A fun book •sibling p«ronts to toach tho child ago shapes, 
colors, body parts, auabsrs and Isttsrs. laspirss crsativs 
thinkiag vhils dsvsloping vocabulary. 

Book ts dotting Koad? for Ssading 

Suggssts fun lossons for dsvsloping visual, auditory, catsgory 
and ssgusntial abilitiss in childrsn agss 3--« bringing thsm to 
ths tbrsshold of rsading. 

Book ft islp Tour Child kssd Bsttsr 

This Issson vas dssignsd for ths child ags ««8 vhoss parsnt vants 
to hslp and vishss to do ths right thing. 

Book 10 s My mommj Likss Ms 

Dssoribss a child's S basic nssds to dsvslop and succssd in 
school or in lifs. A dsscription of how ths parsnt can hslp 
supply thsa. 

This parsnt sducation program givss thoss working in ths 
schools suggsstions for actually involving parsnts in ths 
training program, vhich is vsry "activity orisntsd". Ths program 
is bas<«d on a ssriss of parsnt training ssssions that covsr ksy 
affsotivs and cognitivs parsnt education concspts. All parsnts 
gst a psrsonal oopy of sach ssssion vorkbook. Ths books, which 
ars ussd as a study guids during ths ssssion, ars thsn taksn 
homs for uss. Ths books offsr a varisty of suggsstions for using 
aatsrials around ths houss and nsighborhood to dsvslop important 
Isaming concspts. Child cars was providsd by ths school whils 
ths parsnts attsndsd ths Bowdoin Program. Ths parsnt training is 
furthsr sxtsndsd by ths availability of a Kindsrgartsn Lsnding 
Library in which parsnts could chsck out a varisty of sducational 
gamss and matsrials. Ths cost of ths pr^ram was approximatsly 
$3.00 par contact hour. 

SBScific kativitiss 

Most of ths Bowdoin Program was conductsd by two Carssr 
Lsvsl XZZ Kindsrgartsn tsaohsrs from ths Washington County School 
aystsm who wsrs hirsd spscif ically to tsach in ths program. 0ns 
individual from ths csntral offios taught ths class at Asbury 
School. Ths ssssiona wsrs conductsd at fivs diffsrsnt locations 
in ths county. Ths timss and locations for thsss programs ars 
prsssntsd in Tabls 2. 
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tablm 2. LooatioBS, Tim«s and Charaetaristics of tha Bovdois 
prograaa Offarad By tha Washington county School syataa for ttaa 
19«9-90 Sohoel Yaar 



Ideation 




saaaiens 


Lanoth 


Boonas Craak Blaaantary 
jonasborough Blaaantary 
Asbury Blaaantary 
Luar Blaaantary 
wast viav Blaaantary 


January-rabruainr 

January-Pabruary 

Fabruary-March 

April-May 

April-May 


5 
5 
5 
S 
5 


2 1/2 hours 
2 1/2 hours 
2 hours 
2 hours 
2 hours 



At aost of tha schools, tha prograa was offarad in tha avaning, 
although at both Jonasborough and Boonas craak a Saturday sassion 
was hald. Tha saasions at Asbury school vara hald on Saturday. 
Tha prograas vara offarad in tha avanings during tha vaak. Tha 
final tvo saasions at tha wast viav and Laaar Schools vara 
coabinad into ona class. 

Acti^ltiaa initiatad 

Thara vara usually tvo of tha Bovdoin lassons covarad in 
aach vaak of tha prograa. Parants vould taka tha books hoaa to 
raad and study. Classrooa activitias vara vary "hands-on" and 
rainf oread tha aatarials and activitias covarad in tha books. 
Tha saasions usually bagan vith a briaf discussion of pravious 
inforaation. Tha coordinators than vould ask participants to 
angaga in a nuabar of individual and group aotivitiaa that vould 
highlight iaportant concapta. Tha groupa vould than raflaet on 
thaaa activitias and draw infaraneaa for iaprovad paranting. Tha 
saasiona and activitiaa vara baaad on many of tha principlaa that 
undargird affactiva adult aducation practica. Tha final sassion 
consistad of a "calabration" in vhich participants sharad food, 
calabratad accoaplishaants, listanad to a spaakar on tha topic of 
parant/child ralationships and racaivad avards. Much of tha 
suaaativa avaluation aatarial vas collaotad at this last sassion. 

VSOORAM A88l88Mm 

Prograa assassaant vas conduetad in savaral vays. Muabar of 
parants participants and contact hours vara considarad as ona 
aaasura of prograa succass. Tha aaouat of utaga in tha landing 
libraxias vas aaothar aaaaura of auccaas. Parants vara alao 
askad to eeaplata a quaationnaira antitlad "Tha Bovdoin Kathod: 
Invantery of Parant Baliafa and Practicaa". This vas ooaplatad 
both at tha baginning of tha prograa and at tha and to dataraina 
of parant attitudaa and baliafa had chaagad. Parants vara also 
aakad to eoaplata tha LIPB Parant Aaaaaaaant Pora, tha Hoaa 
lavolvaaaat Znvantory and tha Parant oriantation to Laaming 
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Inv«ntorT at th« Lamar and Wa«t viair /Jf*iJj' 

talaphona intarriaira vara conductad with 28 participant, aftar 

tha program had aadad to datarsina thair faalinga about tha 
program', atrangtha and waakaaaaaa. 

pmafc gartiteinatio n in tha Program 

Xt all f iva of tha sitaa thara wara a total of forty-savan 
parant participant, in tha Bowdoin Program. Thi. amountad to a 
total of 5«7 1/2 hour, of parant contact at tha aitaa. xna 
following rapra.ant. an approximata braakdown of "J^ff 
participinta, by .chool; is at Lamar and wa.t viaw Elamantary 
school., li at Boonas craak Elamantary School, 5 at Aabury 
school, and 7 at Jonasborough Elamantary school (2 wara 
tmclaa.if iad) . Tha nuabar. ara approximata ainca parant. 
fraquantly «»itchad to anothar location to catch-up on a aaa.ion 
thay might hava mis.ad at thair placa of ragular attandaaca. 

nfeiliaatlon of Landing Librariaa 

An axamination of tha waakly racord. of matarial. 
utiliaation ravaalad that parant. chackad out a aignificant 
amount o£ mmtarial from tha Bowdoin Landing Libraria. *t tha 
diffarant .chool.. X total of 117 parant. ehaekad JJ* 
of tha libraria.. Thi. wa. many mora than actually attandad tha 
Bowdoin aaa.ion. and indicatad that tha landing library wa. an 
important componant of tha LIFE program, avan bayond it« 
aasoeiation with tha Bowdoin Parant Education Program. Thi. 
laval of utiliaation wa. in addition to othar aducational 
■atarial. chackad out of tha ragular achool libraria.. 

e*^»t ^m Tn gcor^a on tha Bowdo i ii Wthodi Tn^antorT 9t glTtnt 
B^liafa a nd gracticaa 

Tha quaationnaira antitlad "Tha Bowdoin Mathod: Invantory of 
Parant Baliafa and Practicaa" waa adminiatarad to participant, at 
tha fir.t .aa.ion and again during tha la.t .aa.ioa. Thi. 
invantory wa. da.igaad to aaaaa. tha axtant to which parant. 
.harad thm baliafa and undarataadinga that ara fj^®?**** 
Bowdoia Program. Pra to poat-Xaaaaamaats with tha iayaatory giva 
aa iadioatloa of tha axtaat to which chaaga occurrad ia tha 
aatira group a. a raault of tha program. Idaally, pra to poat- 
orooram chaaga ahould hava baaa axamiaad by iadi'riduala. Tha 
aaaiasmaat wa. complatad ia auch a way that it waa PJ'ji^i* 
to pair a participaat'a pra aad poat-program acora. To compara 
tha group raaulta, howavar, a «-taat for two iadapaadaat 
proportioaa waa coaductad to datarmiaa if P«f;j;*;fVhi«h«r 
Soriaot raapoaaaa oa tha pra-aaaaaamaat ''"/i'y^i;*?!^' 
than oa tha poat-assasanaat. Tha raaulta of thia aaalyais ara 

praaaatad ia Tabla 3. 
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Tablft i. Coaparisoa of Pr««*Ass«ssaMt and Post-Ass^ssaMt seoras 
on thm Bovdoin Method: inventory of parent Baliafs and Practicas 



Parcant of 

n* Maan stdoov Total s<-valua p 



Pr^-^AssasamMt S4 36.46 9.37 73% 1.57 .058 

Poat^^AssassBant 44 42*77 3.53 S6% 



^nsnuBbar actually coaplating tha survay at aacb adBiniatratlon 

Aa ahovn in tha tabla# tha nuab^r of corraot raaponaaa on 
tha 50 itaa InatrximMt incraaaad froa a aaan of 36*46 to a aaan 
of 42«77« Thia raprMMtad a parcantaga incraaaa froa 73% to 
86%. Tha probability of obtaining a diffaranea thia larg^ juat 
dU8 to chaaott factora vaa laas than aix parcant« It appaara that 
parents inoraaaad thair undaratanding aa a raault of 
participating in tha Bovdoin Prograa. 

Lifa Faraat AaaaaaMani: yorm 

Tha LZni Prograa Aaaaaaaant fora vaa glvan to all vho 
attand8d tha final s^salona of tha Bovdoin Prograaa« Tha raaulta 
of tha prograa vara vary poaitiva. Tho folloving rapraaant 
suaaary atataaanta darivad froa raaponaaa givan in tha 
aaaaaaaant* Tha vrittan coaaanta vara froa tha paranta vho 
partieipatad at Laaar and waat viav Schoola* Thair coaaanta, 
hovavar, ara rapraaantativa of tha antira group of Bovdoin 
participanta* Tha coaplata raaulta of tha aaaaaaaant ara givan 
in Appandiz I« Tha actual ntaabar raaponding to tha Likart«»typa 
itaaa raflact all Bovdoin Participanta, vhlla tha vrittan 
coaaanta ara froa tha tvo spacific achoola. 

Quastioa lis Vhat did you lika about tha prograa 7 

Tha participanta froa Laaar and waat viav achoola fait vary 
atrongly that tha antira prograa vaa valuabla« Thair coaaanta 
vara aztraaaly poaitiva aa ahovn by auch coaaanta aa ••It vaa a 
voadarful aaparianca" and ••I anjoyad all tha claaaaa. if thara 
vara aora I would attand* I hava laarnad a lot*** 

Quaatioa fas what didn't you lika about tha prograa ? 

Froa tha Laaar and Waat viav group thara vara only four 
raaponaaa to thia quaation in vhich participanta aada critical 
coaaaata* Thraa of thoaa coaaanta cantarad around not having 
anough tiaa to apand on tha aatarial* Tha participanta vantad 
additional inforaation apand on aoaa of tha aubjacta* 
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Qtt«stiea #Si Did tula program coop«rat« or co«p«tj 'Ji^J^?^*' 
sohool aetlTitias? la what wju did it cooparats or coapata? 

Thara wara no claar rasponsas indicating that tha Bowdoin 
program compatad with any othar school activitiaa. Thara wara 
only thraa raaponaaa to thia quaation from tha Lamar and Wast 
Viaw participanta. 

Quastioa «4s la what waya waa tha program halpful? 

X variaty of coamants wara givan in raaponaa to thia itam. 
savaral of tha raaponaaa showad that piranta gainad a naw 
undaratanding of thair childran. For axaapla, oaa parant notad 
that tha program halpad har davalop "cooparation and 
thoughtfulnaaa toward ay child [and halpad har] undaratand hia 
point of viaw aa wall aa aina" whila anothar fait tha program 
iimakaa you mora awara of how you can halp your child**. 

Quaatioa #51 Bacausa of thia program, 1 hawa bacoaa mora 
iawolwad la ay c&ild'a aducation. 

Paraata ganarally strongly agraad with thia statamant (saa 
raaulta balow) . Parhapa ona parant suamad up many of tha 
raaponaaa to thia quaation by stating that **I laarn't wa can 
aolwa problaaa togathar and do work togathar**. Parant 
participanta appaarad to ba aora iavolvad in tha aducation of 
thair childran. 

atroiial^ X<p?aa Aaraa D iaaqraa gtrqa^lT PliMgff 

31 l« 0 0 

QuaatioB #«i Bacauaa of thia program, 1 faal battar about tha 
achool. 

Neat of tha paranta agraad with this stataaant. Tha program 
did appaar to halp paranta davalop haalthy attitudaa toward tha 
achool. For axaapla, ona parant notad that sha fait vary 
poaitiva bacauaa "it (tha achool) caraa anough to hava this to 
halp ua and our childran**. 

atooMW %arm» Xg^— Diaaoraa fftrffOTlT PiiMgM 

20 2< 1 ^ 

Quaatioa #7t Baeauaa of thia program, my child' a akllla hava 
impzovad. 

Paraata wara in ganaral agraamant with thia atatamant, 
although oaly thraa writtan coaaanta wara obtainad froa tha Laaar 
and Waat Viaw par ants. 

atroMW Xara ^ xar«a Bluacil fftroBglY Pi»MrM 

9 32 1 • 
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QUttstioB «•< B«c*iMi« Of this progrsM, uj child's attituda has 
iapxoTsd. 

Ths program had a vary poaitiva affact on tha attitudas of 
tha childraa» according to tha raaponsas of tha parant 
participants. 

gtroiMTlv Acpf AW Disaaraa 9%T9MlY Pig^ggft 

9 36 0 0 

Quaatioa #ft Baoausa of this prograa, my child's bahaTior has 
iaprorad* 

Thara was a ganaral agraamant that tha program did halp to 
improva tha bahavior of tha childran, although faw axamplas wara 
givan by tha participants at Lamar and Wast Viaw schools. 

gferenql^ Htpemm ^armrn Diaaoraa BtrPPglT Pitigitt 

< 37 1 0 

gnastiem #10 i Baowasa o£ this program, 1 am battar abla to halp 
my oliild. 

Tha parant participants fait strongly that thay wara battar abla 
to halp thair childran aftar participating in tha program. 

gfcgomilv Aaraa OiuaZlS fftrPBqlY PingW* 

2i 22 0 0 

Quastiom «llt I would raeommand this program to othar parant s. 

Tha parant participants wara vary anthusiastic about tha 
program. Most strongly agraad that thay would raeommand tha 
Bowdoin program to othar paranta. Coamants such as tha following 
wara mada by tha paranta at Lamar and Wast viaw; "It is vary much 
fun and aducational" or "It is fantastic". 

atiroitiil'r Marmm Diaaaraa ff^r9BglT PigWt* 

40 8 0 0 



ikdditioaml C D— i ii f : 



Tha survay instrumant allowad for additional commants 
following tha main portion of tha quastionnaira. All of tha 
commants wara vary poaitiva and axprassad • «Jjif*,J«; 
programs o£ a similar natura. Ona raprasantativa from tha Lamar 
Md wast Viaw group axprassad it this way; "I J^^* 
this should ba offarad for avary class laval of school to halp m 
along**. 
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Ih« »»» w«« dmlopad to g«th«r information regarding 
Dftr«ntal Mcpactations of tHair children. Th« FB*» 
;£ini!t«rS to program participant, at tha S* 
irogra.. Tha PeJj was daaignad to .aasura ^ha axtant to vhich 
oarants had positiva aducational axpactations for thair childran. 
;S Sell! valua. rangad fro. a high of 5 (Strongly Agraa) to a 
low of X {Strongly Diaagraa) . Tha »aan or avaraga scoraa 
S tha itaw ari pra.antad in Tabla 4, along ''J*^*^ 'fj^*- 
rasults of this assasamant indicata that parants hald vary 
SJIiti'a aducational axpactations for thair childran at tha and 
5? tha Soldoin Progr... Raspondants had high J*!;:* .JJ 

naarly all tha positivaly wordad itams. Tha raspondants did 
SiSgiaa with tha stataaints that "Whila it would ba nica, it is 
SnSJSrtant that «y child graduates fro. 

1.3), "My child will probably drop out of school ^afora ha or sha 
J;;iuatSH <Maan=1.5)%nd that "It is »ot that i.port«nt that «y 
child stays in school until ha or sha 9"d«*^as" (Maaa - 1.5). 
Ita. 5 "Sihool will provida tha toowladga and skills J««;«"2n ! 
obtain a job" indicatad tha graatast laval of «acartainty («aan - 
3.»). All o£ tha rasponsas to tha ^J";^!;; JSJt viaw 

providad in Tabla 4 for participants in tha La.ar and wast viaw 

Srograu . 

Tha PlAI indudad two final quastions which P"^"?* S"*;!! 
with opportunities to .aka sea briaf comants. Tha ccplata sat 
or couants ara givan in Appandix H. 

Quastioa #11 X Plaasa taka a faw .inutas and dascriba what 
adneatioaal goals yea hava for your child. 

A nu.bar of tha parants indicatad a dasira for thair childran to 
at?ind collaga so.aday. Per axaapla, ona parant ?tatad that "I 
Could lova t2 saa .y childran graduata "oV^^S/^SP^i 
collaga— to find an intarasting job". A nu»a>ar of othar 
raspoSsas raflaetad a parantal dasira for thair childran to anjoy 
T!.i«4i«« aa m« far as thsT can and find an occupation thay 
iJjS^^Th?: nlnl^JS: J. LS^su^ad up in tha following quota; 
II wlild Ilka for .y child to go as far as •H* ^.SrinI? In 

har ?hat sha c«i ba and do anything sha wants in Ufa and that in 
ordar to do this sha naads a good aducation". 

Quastio. #121 las your Participation 1. this program chm^ 
axpoetatioM that you hawa for your child's aducation? it so, 
liov h«ro tko aspaotations ehaagad? 

Whlla no.a of tha parants J^Jif •SJwS^dW 

had eliaa9«« drastically as a rasult of 5?* P^^raii, savarai aia 

co>a to m uadarstandings about ^^fSJ-^'pS^r to 

parant. alraady had high •«P««***i;»« SwiSJlSd^^it ^hU 

tha Bowdoia frogra.. ona raprasantativa parant axprassaa 
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way "it has not chang.d mj •Kp.ctation. . Th.y still J^^Jn.. ^J* 
sli«... onm of tho.« parant. with high •xpactationa notad that 
«My axpaotationa hava not changad, but non I raali«« i^f*" 
halp 2r at a vary .arly aga ba Bora praparad to start school". 

It appaars that many of thosa who participatad in tha Bowdoin 
ProgrL wara not tha parants of childran who 
Rathar, «any of thaaa parants wara thoaa alraady Ji«rJ 
SSactitionJ for thair childr.n. Tha program cartainly did not 
diBiaish thosa axpactations, as thay raaainad strong. 

Tabla 4. SuBBary of Parant Rasponsas to tha parantExpac tat ions 
Assassmant PorB (PBXP) At tha conclusion of tha Bowdoin PrograB 
at LaBar and wast viaw Schools (nsg) 











1, 


I baliava that my child will snjoy school 
until ha or sha graduatas. 


4.1 


4.5 


2. 


My child will succaad in school. 


4.3 


3.0 


3. 


My child will bs a good studant throughout 
his or har school yaars. 


4.0 


CO 


4. 


My child will probably drop out of school 
baform ha or sha gritduatas. 


1.5 


8.5 


5. 


school will provida tha knowladga and 
skills aaoassary to obtain a job. 


3.9 


7.0 


w a 


My child should stay in school for as 
long ss possibla. 


4.5 


1.5 


7 a 


It is not important that my child stays 
in school until ha or sha graduatas. 


1.5 


8.5 


B a 


My child will ona day attand a collaga 
or uaivarsity. 


4.1 


4.5 


9 a 


Our familT ancouragas my child to go as 
far as ha or sha can in school. 


4.5 


1.5 


10. 


Whila it would ba nica, it is not that 
impeztaat that my child graduata fro« 
high seheol. 


1.3 


10.0 
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Th* P*r«nt orientation to L«*ming Invontory Jivjin 
during tho l*«t sossion of tho Bowdoin Progr« *t J*"' 
ViSi Ictool.. Twonty participant, in tho Bovdoin progrjj f rom 
othir locUion. iroro «l*o askod to co.ploto tho Thi. 

n*remtions of loaming and aducation. All itaas racaxvao • 

?l!.pon:. on tl. quaationnaira. f 2?^! (iSa^ ^ 
Strong agraaaant in two araaa: "Laarning i« ' ;**"tura« 

Ir^rind ahould play a big part in any 'jKj* 

(iaan » 4.8). Thi. da>onstrataa tha high d«graa of valua which 
pIrMta placa on aducation for thair childran. lta« 5, "l know 
Shin I niad to laarn naw thing." (maan = 3.7) racaivad tha 
™ila.t amount of support whila Itai. 13, "Public school, ara 
: g^Hob Of pSSparing kid. for th. «utura" - 3.8) 

alao raciivad a low priority among P*'*i«iP**J? 
raapon.a. to tha qua.tionnaira hava baan compilad and ara 
raportad in Tabla 5. 

A compariaon group wa. aa.amblad of P"?;*'.;**;^;*" 
attending a achool function but wara not participating in tha 

group o£ twanty nonparticipanta salactad 

?n=300 ra.pon.ia) . Tha raault. ravaalad that th« P^^i^iS"** ,^ 

his a hiSSJ parcantaga of atudant. rating 

iSS-ltt r si% varau. 28%) . Tha raault. wara atati.tically 

iigSIiiciiJ TU"^! p < .001), indicating that tb. participant. 

Sad a mora po.itiva oriantation to laarning, a. maaaurad on tt? 

POLZ. 

Thaaa raault. indicata that parant. in tha Bowdoin progr«i 
did bold mora po.itiva oriantation. to laarning than a 
nonpaJticipatiSg compariaDn group, a. maaaurad on tha POLL 
SShougb thaaa iaault. did not provida •^"•J?* .o hava 

oartieipatioB in tha Bowdoin program cauaad thaaa parants to hava 
S"i poSJS" attitudaa, it doa. »»i9bligbt th. strong 
ralationahip batwaan participation and attituda. 
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xabl* 5. sumary of Bowdoin Participant Rasponsas to tha Parant 
oriantation to Laarning Invantory (n=3a) 



ITEM 



RAMK 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 



t. 

9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 
15. 



I raally liXa to laarn naw thing*. 
Laaraing i« anjoyabla. 
Z aa good at laaxaing. 

It i» important that a child goa» as far 
as ha or sha can in school. 

I know vhan Z naad to laarn nav things. 

Education should play a big part in any 
child's futura. 

It is important that paopla laarn how to 
ba affactiva laamars. 

Z lova to laarn nmw things. 

Z lika to talk about naw idaas. 

Bvary yaar Z laarn savaral naw things on 
ay own. 

Z hava a lot of natural curiosity. 
Z an joy raading. 

public schools ara doing a good job of 
praparing kids for tha futura. 

Zt ia axciting to ba at school. 

school is tha cantsr of laarning for tha 
ceaauaity. 



4.7 
4.8 
4.1 
4.7 

3.7 
4.8 

4.7 

4.C 
4.5 
4.1 

4.4 

4.7 
3.8 

4.2 
4.1 



4.S 
1.5 
12.0 
5.5 

15.0 
1.5 

4.5 

7.0 
8.0 
12.0 

9.0 
4.5 
14.0 

10.0 
12.0 
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namm iiwol^— ivwmntorr 

Parents wmxm also asksd to eoaplata a Boma involvamant 
iBvantory vhieh was dasignad to obtain aatimatas of bov aueh tima 
paranta vara apanding at hoaa vith thair childran in aducational 
aotiTitias. A nimbar of diffarant aetivitias vith tha potantial 
for providing aducational azparianeas vara listad on tha 
invantory* Thasa ara prasantad in TaDla t. 

Aa shovn in tha tabla, parants spant tha graatast aaotant of 
•^aducational tiaa** vith thair childran vhila listaning and 
rasponding to thair children's storias (Naanss*^)* Parants also 
spand a significant saount of tima playing nuabar gaaas 
(Kaanss^C) and vatching TV and discussing (Maans5*2)* Parants 
spant much lass tima discussing currant avants (Maan=2*S)* 

savaral opan^andad questions vara included on tha Koma 
Involvamant Invantory to assess the extant to vhich parents 
vorked at home vith their children* A summary of the comments is 
presented belov vhile the entire list of comments may be found in 
Appendix J* 

1* List things you do at home to stimulate your child's language 
skills* Hov much time do you spend* 

Many different strategies vere listed by the parents* 
Several of the respondents noted that they often help their 
children by sounding out vords and helping the children break 
them dova* Several others reported that they read out loud to 
their children* Word games vere also listed as an important 
strategy* 

2* List things you do at home to help your child understand 
elementary math concepts* 

Tha primary strategy for teaching counting skills vas to 
engage tha child in counting f miliar household objects or 
people* This vas mentioned by most of those vho responded to 
this item* 

3* List things you do at home to help your child be better 
prepared to function in school* Hov much time do you spend? 

Many of the respondents to this item stressed the importance 
of good communication betveen parent and child* Parents also sav 
the importamce of making sura tha childrea have an adequate 
amount of sleep and proper nutrition* One parent described her 
role aa making ••sure she gets plenty of rest^ has a good 
braakfaat before school* [He also] talk about tha daily 
aotivitieaN« a number of the parents sighted tha importance of 
talking vith the children about daily activities* 
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Rank 


Mad aloud to Child 


4.S 


4 


Li«ton to Child's 8tori«s 


8.9 


1 


Discusa currant Evanta 


2.5 


10 


Tall Storiaa from Picturas 


2.8 


8 


work to say words corractly 


3.2 


7 


watch TV and Discuss 


5.2 


3 


Play HuBbar Gaaas 


5.« 


2 


count objacts 


3.7 


5 


Discuss Shapas and Sizas 


3.6 


« 


work on Math or Languaga 


2.7 


9 



problaas 



instructors in tJ.Bowdoin Program -^^^^ 

avaluation racords P^^JS^^US? lljulSant. in 

information to ba usad in making JJJJ^J^-gr oaa waak and a sat 
activitias. r'iStS^:;. SSJacSlS i5 ip?sndix K. A raviaw of 

of raspoBsas to tha form *ii;2ials indicatad that tha 
a sampls of waakXy •^•l^J^i*; "^JS to paJticipanta and providad 
avaluation form was no»-*^>f*f****^^L improving tha 
S: iSstructor. with appropr^^^^ Sl^^^pli^of JUSly Jvaluation, 
eoursa on a waak-to-waak J"*** ^JJI/Sd wara vary positiva. 
appaarad to ba complatad t*»<»«f5"i^;i-!;" of parants not only 
JSSy raflsctad tha highly PojitijJ JSjn' Jha instructors, .s 
to tha Bowdoim Program, but to ^J* ^;jJ,JJp "Uwaan instructors 
wall. Thay raflact f "iJ "SS matarial and an anjoyabla 
and studants, a ganuina intarast in ^na ■ 
ta«obia9/l««rhi>*9 situation. 



23 



22 



During thm •vmmmx, 1990, t«l«phon« int«rvi«w« w«r« h«ld with 
2t parMts who participated in tha Bowdoin program. Tha purposa 
of thaaa intarviawa waa to obtain a >f«troapactiva look at tha 
program and to dataraino what outcomaa parants fait cama «oa Jha 
program. Tha participants raspondad to thraa ?««»Ji»»"'J\,?ii*=^ 
ProSS did yoS attand 2) Has thara baan anything in particular 
that ha. happanad sinca tha program that you "J. J» * 

raault of tha program ? 3) If you wara a radio J*JJ'^^"" 
you wara doing a coamarcial for this program and t^TTiJ^ to gat 
mora paopla to attand it naxt yaar, what would you aay about it ? 
Although only thraa quastiona wara askad, additional probaa w«ra 
uaad to alicit mora datailad information. 

Bvary parant intarviawad waa vary poaitiva about 
Program. Thay daacribad tha program aa baing a«callant and many 
mantionad that thay would highly racoamand tha program to othar 
paranta. aoma of tha parants wara vary ganaral in thair faaiings 
libout tha program and its impact. Per •««Pi*' _ 
azelaimad that "it halpad ma to "Yb* JiJ I"?;LJ. bit 

littla bi t battar and tha boolca and thinga and apand a Jittla bit 
mora tima with him, you know, doing tha 'fjiliji**,*;* 
lika that. But, nothing raally ^pacific 'J*"!. 
pinpoint". Mothar raportad thia »•»•, J 
faaling whan aha aaid "it halpad ma a Jo*, just, I can't raally 
pinpoint anything, juat, uh, how to halp thamlaarn with things 
that you do daily". Pinally, anothar parant daacribad bar 
ralction thia wa?; "I would just say that avary parant 'l^ould 
hava tha chanca to go through, that it ia vary JjlP^^J; J 
thara ia nothing any battar around to halp you daal with yo«>f 
childran'a problama and halp tham gat raady for school. And it's 
just good all tha way around, avarything about it 

othar parants listad spacific outcomaa of tha program that 
thay fait wara vary usaful. Many highly Po«itiya statamants 
amargad from tha intarviawa, but only a f aw will J''..,, 
illuatrata tha major thamaa. A numbar of tha paranta fait that 
tha SroSram had hilpad tham raally look critically at thair own 
paraStiigbahavior, particularly in tarma of communicating with 
thS? cbildran. pirSnta mantionad that thay 

awara of thair "nagging" and inaffactiva coamunication with thair 
SnSrJn. Thia raflaction appaarad to load to bahavioral changa. 
S. am aaimpla, ona parant raportad that "Wall now, inataad of 
iUSaS'^ l^iva laSrnad] to talk to tham and •vjrything. That 
railly atiek with ma bacausa 1 waa '^•'"^ i?fi;„.^«£*^* 
down right guilty too". Anothar auamad up tha importanca of 
«i?ic«! raflaction whan aha aaid "It [tha program] makaa ua stop 
" air you know, this is tha ona thing that tha progr« doa. 
baat, to stop and saa what I am doing whan I am atarting to talk 
to mi child"! Anothar daacribad thia focua on battar 
coamLlcatloi this way "Wa juat hava baan making aoma attampts to 
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change our vays of trMting our childran, you know. Z hava twin 
boys, [l>oys naaM), and thay vill ba savan yaara old naxt vaak, 
and va hava baan just trying to do a battar job of coamunicating, 
and not, oh, z don't knov, following soma of tha rulas or tha 
plans , you night say, programs, that tha Bovdoin Mathod shovad 
tts. And it has baan vary halpful Z thinX««. Tha intarviavs 
eontainad numarous rafarancas to ways in which parants vara 
working to ehanga thay way in which thay communicatad with thair 
childraa. 

Savaral parants also fait that thair childrans' acadamic 
parformanea had improvad as a rasult of tha program. Ona of 
thasa parants dascribad tha program to gradas linkaga as follows; 
••Zt was halpful to tha gradas, z was halping him a lot during 
that pariod of tima, and lika right aftar, and ha want up from, 
lika twanty— somathing in his class to, lika, in tha top tan. So 
[this continuad] until, you know, z couldn't work with him as 
much again** • Anothar parant idantifiad a link batwaan 
participation in tha program and raading improvamant; **Thara was 
a big amphasis thara on childran laaming as many words as thay 
could bacausa it would halp tham raad latar on, and wa navar 
raalisad how many words a child that small raally doas know, and 
wa'wa baan aggrassivaly halping tham spot naw things and laarn 
naw words, and wa hava raally noticad that thay ara making a lot 
mora associations and concapts that way**, Thasa parants saw tha 
program as halping tham racogniza opportunitias for working with 
thair childran and also fait that this amtra tima spant rasultad 
in highar parformanea in school. 

Savaral othar parants axprassad tha opinion that tha 
sassions saamad to sarva as a sourca of salf-assuranca for tham, 
Zn soma ways, tha program took on tha function of support group 
for savaral of tha participants, ona woman notad that **Z think 
that 1 hava mora patianca with him now than Z ^id than. Zt^s 
good to go, and you raaliza that othar parants ara as Impatiant 
as you ara whan you think you'ra tha only ona. so Z think that 
is ona of tha big things**. 

Many of tha parants raportad that tha most important and 
long-lasting part of tha program was its on amphasis usincr tha 
homa laaming anvironmant as a placa to taacte childran. This 
amphasis on taaching parants how to taach was vary strong and 
cama through loudly in t^.a intarviaws. For axampla, ona parant 
axprassad har positiva faaling this wayi **Zt was halpful just by 
amphasising tha way you can taach your kids so many things just 
by doing choras, and you know, just diffarant things, you know 
that Z didn't avam think of. That was what raally imprassad ma 
about tha program**. Anothar parant was mora spacific whan aha 
statad that **Z think that wa laamad a lot from it [tha program]. 
Zt halpad ma to figura out naw ways to halp him. Just lika, uh, 
whan wa ara cooking, lotting him count baans, you know, bafora wa 
start tham cooking, you know, just littla things lika that Z hava 
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..«r th.«,ht -»«t »"» -'tis'; sruiiUL". 

i^arnlna tP count and tnm colors ana ••parmwiu^ . ' 
i:JStS'cn«d thi. -ph..!. on teaching your Child through 
•virrday activities as baing a major strangth of tha Bowaoin 



vrograa 



mil. .11 of th. r..p.u.> » S"'™.!!" OM*diSi«t 

iiSa for cl..... d..lln, .Ith t..a.,.r.. 
.«.r.l p.r..t. .1.0 .u,9..t.d S:,*!";** 

s^is r?irtirsitn:snr»r:.'i"'iri.v'. Ji. ti« ^or 
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it. But it still dida't s««i lik* v« had enough tia* to 90 
coaplotoly through ovarything". 

In toras of futuro prograas/ savaral par ants suggest ad that 
spscial attantion bs givsn to advertising ths prograa in 
prsschool settings, vhsrs ths prograa aight bs aost appropriats. 
Ths parsnts notsd that it is not gsnsrally vary sffsctivs to ssnd 
brochurss boas vitb childrsn and that ths school systsa advsrtiss 
ths prograa on talavision, in navspapsrs and by word of aouth at 
local day cars csntsrs. Ths intsrvisvs providsd a picturs of a 
vary ussful prograa that continusa to havs an iapact on ths livas 
of thoss vho participatsd. 

Prooraa ffyr^BIT 

Ths Bovdoin Prograa was a highly succsssful parsnt sducation 
prograa that Isad to spscific changss in parsnting bshaviors. 
Ths prograa fostsrsd mors sffsctivs coaaunication bstwssn parsnts 
and tbsir childrsn, hslpsd parsnts bscoas aors sffsctivs 
Isaming partnsrs with thsir childrsn, isad to ths dsvslopasnt of 
bsttsr acadsaio skills and ssrvsd as a sourcs of parsntal growth 
and support. Ths staff aads ths prograa a highly sffsctivs adult 
Isaming sspsrisncs through ths uss of aultipls tsaching 
stratsgiss. Whils futurs programs should continus to attract 
parsnts of prsschool ags childrsn, ths school systsa should 
considsr offsring parsnt sducation prograas that aight bs of aors 
dirsct bsnsfit to oldsr slaasntary ags childrsn. 
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FAMILY MATH PROGRAM 
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«o LIFl proqr«» in a •ffort to provid. * •?**^"'-™5!«iiv Math 
iJd chilSrw could «athMatic. togatnar. Tha Fajily Math 

^rogl- wa. davalop.^^^^^ 

onivaraity of Califoraia-Barkaiay aa parx «tpraaaions o£ 

irnrs&inSujraiSurtS^^^^ ^siiFts:?"'' 

«S5r2w Sd not undaratanding tha mathamatica that ^Jair 
StidJIS ISra Studying, consiquantly, paranta Y*'* fj^* 
Sii JI?h ?5IiJ yoJng atudanta in laaming atoout .atha-atica. 

Tha ra.ily Matha«atica Program ia ^^i^nad to provida a^ 
Lamina anviron«ant that ia supportiva and poaitiva. X nanaa 
iS'IwLIS iS^aad to atudy «*tha.atical topic. J^^^J^..^^^ 
«ithSStio, gao.atry, probability "J •^•JiJ^i"' JS'^^SSJ!. 
functiona and ralationa, tha usa of Grants 
^haaisaa tha davalopaant of critical ^J^iSJ •^"iI;itiM 
Sd childran work togathar and through •J^Ji^f *?Ji''u;;; . 
laam to apply tha mathamatica concapta to thair daily iivaa. 
Tha goala of tha Family Math Program ara to: 

halp studant. faal mora confidant and auccaaaful about doing 
Tnor^aaa paranta' undaratanding of ho* thay can halp thair 
:Sii5ri;";;achara in making paranta part of tha aducational 
pr^ta poaitiva attitudaa toward achool among atudanta and 

h:!r;ar;nta undaratand how important math«iatica i. for 
Study and for vork* 

atatiatir- . maaauramant, functiona and raiationa, ««« v 
calculate % 



1) 
2) 

3) 

4) 

S) 
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two mil? Math classtts vara conductad in tha Washington 
County Sohoels during tha 1989-90 school yaar. Tha Instructor 
for all of tha sassions was Dr. Christina Bjlali, Suparvisor for 
CurrieuluH and pro j act Diractor for tha Lin program. Tha first 
sassion was hald at Asbury Elanantary and hagaa on Monday avaning 
April 1€, 1990 froa 5:00 - «i00 p. a. Tha first sassion for wast 
Viav Blaaantary School aat tha following Saturday aftamoon April 
21, 1990 froa 1:30 ' 2:30 p. a. Tha final sassion for Asbury was 
conduotad at Jonasborough Elaaantary on Monday avaning May 7, 
1990. Tha final avaluations wara, tharafora, coaplatad at 
jonasborough. Extra tiaa was allottad at tha and of this sassion 
to provida opporttinity for assassaant of tha prograa. Tha final 
sassion f .r wast viaw Elaaantary was Saturday aftamoon May 19, 
1990. LiXawisa, tiaa was allottad at tha and of this sassion to 
avaluata tha program. Shortly aftar tha last sassions, talaphona 
intarviaws wara conductad with aach parant participant in ordar 
to provida additional data. 

oiAmT Wlaiyante Information 

Tha raaily Math Prograa was coaposad of 12 family taaas 
(child (X-2) and parant/guardian) batwaan tha two sitas. Thara 
wara 7 family taams at Asbury and s faaily taama at wast viaw. 
Typically tha parant prasant was tha aothar but a faw fathars 
partioipatad. on savaral occasions oldar or youngar siblings 
wara prasant during tha sassion but did not saaa to significantly 
impact tha program positivaly or nagativaly. Tha majority of 
family taaas attandad avary sassion occasionally, howavar, a 
family taam missad a sassion. Evary child racaivad a Family Math 
taa shirt at tha and of tha last sassion. 

PBOGSAM ASSBSffXBMT 

JAtm PreoTM Aaaaaaaant Form 

Tha LIFE program Assassmant form was givan to participants 
in tha wast Tiav and Jonasborough Family Math classas during tha 
last offioial class sassion. In ganaral tha rasults of tha 
assassmant vara vary positiva. Tha antira list of coamants ara 
givaa in Appa&diz K. Tha folloving raprasant summary stataaants 
darivad from rasponsas to aach of tho quastions on tha assassaant 
form: 

Quastiom fit What did you lika about tha prograa ? 

Ona of tha moat obvious banafits of tha prograa ralatad to 
tha fact that it gava parants an opportunity to vork togathar 
vith thair child. It saaaad to provida a forum in vhich parant 
and child vara abla to axplora math concapts as a taam and hava a 
good tiaa doing it. This banafit vas suamad up bast by a parant 
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who notttd that "I hav* anjoyad just having this tims to spsad 
with mf son and loarning about math mysslf". Anothor ttxprossad 
this fssliag this wft "It vas a chancs for mo to work with 
[Child's naao] alono aad sharo math aotivitios that woro fuB". 

A sooond v«X7 positive foaturo of tho program vas th* 
opportunity to loam in an onjoyablo way. Many of tho 
rospoBdonts notod that tho sossions woro fun and fillod with 
hands-on aotivitios that mado studonts and paronts oagor to 
loam. Sovoral roprosontativo commonts rolatod to this thomc aro 
prosontod as follows; "I enjoyod tho small classos, it was mora 
porsonal aad tho gamos tho childron playod to loam tho material 
was intorosting for mo as wall as (child's namo]" or "Thoy 
loamod how to put objocts with nximbors and using numbers how 
that can bo fun in games and still loam". 

A third benefit was the amount skill-building that occurred 
in the sessions. A one parent expressed it, "It introduces new 
skills to the children and also introduees skills they have had 
in a new way^. These three benefits, parent-child interaction, 
enjoyment and skill development characterised the respondents 
feelings about the positive aspects of the program. 

gaestiea «3s What didn't you like about the program 7 

Three respondents indicated that they could find no negative 
aspects of the program. The dominant negative factor derived 
from the comments of participants was the brevity of the program, 
rive of the ten responses to this question somehow reflected a 
concern that the program was too short and that there was not 
time to go through all of the materials, one parent noted that 
"Time was limited so that you didn't have time to go through all 
of the packages". Another parent suggested that "Z would like to 
see the program lengthened". While small chairs and the time of 
day were also listed as a negative feature of the program, the 
major difficulty appeared to be the short time from. 

Questiom *3s Did this program coopmrata or compete with other 
school aotivitiM? In what ways did it eoepexmte or compete? 

Mearly all of the parents felt that the Family Math 
aotivitios complemented other activities in the school, several 
parents interpreted this question as meaning a complement to 
other math aotivitios in school. These parents noted that the 
activities often presented the same information as the children 
were learning in math class, only from a different perspective. 
Aeeording to one parent "The activities we did were different 
from seheol aotivitios but I felt they went hand-in-hand 
together^, mother suggested that the program "went along with 
math assigameats in school but showed fua ways of practicing 
math**, feveral other pareats addressed the program's 
eomplemeatarity to other school fuactioas aad acted that there 
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vas BO conflict with othor •▼•ats. 

gnostloa «4s In. vbat ways vas tho pxograa taolpful? 

Oao o£ thm thaaas that cut aoxoss aavaral raaponaaa to thia 
(juavtloa was tha fact that tha prograa gava PW^'^^J. " . 
Sportuaity to laara apaciflc taachlag tachaiquaa ^'fjjf^j* . 

SSSd back hoaa with tha child. For 

tha program "halpad aa ia saaiag aa»f ways to halp "T «J"J 
^Sar^Sad basic gooaatry coacapta". xaothar ffjoj^** JJ^J 
program "ga^a aa soaa aav idaas to halp aaka 
Sork OB at homa". Aaothar halpful faatvra of tha program was 

^Saai^Sa collaborativa laaraiag. savaral o« f«~*« 
iadicatad that thair childraa vara abla to aaa i*™^' 
could ba fua, particularly whaa it occurred ia a friaadly group 
aattiag. 

Qoastic A #5t Vaeauaa of thia program, 1 hava baooaa mora 
iavolTad ia ay child's adueatioa. 

out of tha twalva raspoad«ats, taa fait that thay had bacoaa 
aora iaTOlvad ia thair child's adueatioa. Paraat's 
coaaMits raraalad that savaral fait as though thay had *1JJ*;T 



baaa vary iavolvad ia thair child's PfJJ" 
not raally changad a graat daal. Othars fait that tha program 
had givaa tham aaw idaas. 

•^^rufl^ aor^ a«iraa Qii^SM fftrftB«rtT Pltlfftt 

3 7 2 " 

Quastioa «« Bacauaa of this prograa, 1 faal battar about tha 
school. 

Writtaa coaaaats ravaalad that tha paraats IJ'J 9*®* 

about tha fact that this prograa had baaa offarad, . ^ 

aavaral aotad that thay had always had good '••JiJ^* ^^^cS 
school system aad that tha program had act changad tham much. 

a«.^««iw »«:a^ Xtrraa fiiuoCM fftrgmTlY PliWtt 

Quastioa #71 Booauaa of this prograa, ay child's skills hawa 



Ihara vara a total of fiva writtaa raspoasas to this tiaa. 
lai f i"a of tha raspoasas wara positiwa, although thara wara ao 
ooasistaat pattaras ia tha raspoasas. 

m*.w^^tm xarao Diaaaras lltrgilffiT Pttigrtt 
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giiMtioa #«s B4fto«afl« of this progzasr «T child's attitud* has 

Four of thm sight writtsn rssponsss to this its« dsscribsd a 
Changs ia attitixds. Thsss consnts rsflsctsd a nsv iatsrsst ia 
aath and a sort positivs attituds. For ssampls ons parsnt 
rsportsd that ''Bsfors ths program hs had a 'Z don't cars' 
attituds. This opsnsd his mind slot to how important it is to 
tzv**. Four of ths rsspondsnts rsportsd that thsir childrsn had 
good attitudss from ths start so littls changs was notiesd. 

gtreaal^ W mm Aar— Dl«s«ir— gtroMlT PttWItt 

3 7 2 0 

Qnsstiom fit Bscanss of this program, wcf child's bshsTior has 
iaprowsd. 

Thrss of ths six writtsn commsnts rsportsd that no 
obssrvabls bshavior changes wars svidsnt. Ths thrss parsnts 
that rsportsd bshavior changss indieatsd that thsir childrsn had 
Isamsd to work mors coopsrativslY with othsr childrsn in a small 
group sstting as a rssult of ths Family Kath Program. As ons 
parsnt put it "hs is mors abls to shars and wants to Isam and 
tsach his littls sistsr, which is unusual for him". 

Stronqlw Agr— Xa rmm Pisur— gtlgaqlT PitigTtt 

2 5 S 0 

Qnsstiom «10s Bsemuss of this program, I »■ bsttsr abls to hslp 
my child. 

Six of ths parsnt participants indicated through writtsn 
commsnts that thsy wsrs bsttsr abls to hslp thsir child at horns 
as a rssult of participating in ths Family Math Program. 

atjoaolir Aorss %armm p isaoraa gtrenolT Pisaorss 
C CO 0 

Qnsstiom #lXt I would rsoomiMatf this program to othsr psrsnts. 

All of ths rsspondsnts fslt that thsy would rscosmsnd ths 
program to othsr parsnts. ons parsnt sxprssssd hsr fsslings this 
way; "It msaas a lot for ths child for ths parsnts to maks this 
tims for th«m and it hslps parsnts to Isam also". Aaothsr 
parsnt ssprssssd this ssntimsnt by giving ths opinion that "this 
progrsm would bs bsnsficial to §5% of ths parsnts". Two parsnts 
sxprssssd a dssirs to havs mors programs liks this ons in ths 
futurs and ons spsoifically rsqusstsd that such a program bs 
conducted with a rsading focus. 

mtroBfllw Aorss Hjqr** Pisscirss g^rftMlT PtlOTtt 

12 0 0 0 
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nrtBt ■■IlllliltillinP ^g^MMant Worm 

Farratal BJcpaotatioBS AssttssaMt Foxa (PEAI*) was 
aAiiiaistar«4 to prograa participants at tha conclusion of tha 
nrograa at Jonasborough and wast viav Schools. Tha PEAT was 
dasigaad to aaasura tha axtant to which parants had positiva 
•ducational axpaetations for thair childran. Tha scala valuas 
rangad froa a high of 5 (Strongly agraa) to a low of 1 (strongly 
disagraa) . Tha aaan or avaraga scoras on aach of tha itaas ara 
prasaatad in Tabla €, along with ranks. Tha rasults of this 
assassaaat indieata that paranis hald vary positiva aducational 
•xpaetations for thair childran. oa naarly all of tha poaitivaly 
vordad itaas, raspondants axprassad a positiva rasponsa as 
raflaotad in tha high aaaa valuas. Rasponsas wara not quita as 
positiva on tha following two poaitivaly wordad itaas; "I baliava 
that ay child will anjoy achool until ha or sha graduatas 
(Kaaa34.2) and "ay child will ba a good atudant throughout his or 
har school yaars" (Maans4.2). Tha raspondants did agraa with tha 
stataaaat that "Hy child will probably drop out of school bafora, 
ha or sha graduatas" (Kaansi.O) or that "It is not iaportaat that 
ay child stays in school until ha or sha graduatas" (Maaa = 1.0). 

To supplaaant tha ratings, raspondants wara also askad to 
dasoriba tha aduoational goals that thay hald for thair childran. 
Thasa rasponsaa wara alicitad using tha following itaay 
"Plaasa taka a faw ainutas and dascriba what aducational goals 
you hava for your child". 

Thara wara aany diffarant rasponsas to tha itaa. Savaral 
thaaatio rasponsas did occur, howavar. First, aany of tha 
parants axprassad a strong dasira that thair childran go on to 
eollaga aftar coaplating high school. For axaapla, ona parant 
axprassad it this way; "I hopa that aftar coaplating high school 
ay child will want to go to eollaga. eollaga would provida a 
laaming aaparianca along with a ohanca to ba axposad to aany 
things. Z would sha would find a fiald of intarast and gat at 
l«ast a baehalor's dagraa". Anothar was a littla aora dafinitiva 
in aasvariag whan sha statad that "sha will coaplata high school. 
Sha will go OB to nollaga and on to whatavar sha ncads to do to 
ba tha bast that sha can ba". Othar raspondants axprassad a 
dasira that thair childran ba happy and raach thair potantial, 
without spoeifying eollaga. All, howavar, axprassad tha dasira 
that thair ohildran coaplata high school. Tha full sat of 
rasponsas to this itaa ara givan in Appandix L. 
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Tabltt i. aimMry of Parent R«sponstts to th« P«r«nt EJcp«ct«tions 
A««MsmMt »or« <PBA») During thm P«ily Math program (n=l2). 

ITEM M£M 



I baliava that ay child vill aajoy school 
until ha or sha graduates. 

My child vill suceaad in school. 

xy child vill ba a good studant throughout 
his or bar school yaars. 

My child vill probably drop out of school 
bafora ha or sha graduatas. 

School vill provida tha knovladga and 
skills nacassary to obtain a job. 

My child should stay in school for as 
long as possibla. 

It is not important that my child stays 
in school tintil ha or sha graduatas. 

My child vill ona day attand a collaga 
or univarsity. 

our family ancouragas my chid to go as 
far as ha or sha can in school. 

0. Whila it vould ba nica, it is not that 
important that my child graduata from 
high school. 



4.2 6.S 

4.4 4.0 

4.2 «.S 

l.O 9.0 

4.3 5.0 
4.9 2-0 
1.0 9.0 
4.7 3.0 
5.0 1.0 
1.0 9.0 



yyg^nfc orl«atatioa> 9emmxA Laarniaa InT»Btorf 

Th« P*r«at Oriantatioas Toward Laarniag lavaatory was 
adaiaistarad to participaata la tha Fasily Math Prograaa at 
joaaaborough aad waat Viaw Sehoola. Aa axaainatloa of thasa 
raapoaaaa alao ahowa that paraata had quita poaitiva oriaatations 
toward laaraiag. Tha avaraga acoraa oa aaeh o£ tha POLI itaaa 
ara ahova la Tatola 7. Tha lowaat acoraa wara oa tha following 
itaaa; "Public sehoola ara doiag a good job of prapariag kida 
for tha futura" (Maaa = 3.9), "It ia axeitiag to ba at achool" 
<Kaaa = 4.2) and "1 Icaow whaa 1 aaad to laara naw thiaga" (Maan s 
4.2). 

Tha scoraa wara highaat oa tha followiag itaaa; "It ia 
iaportaat that a child goaa aa far aa ha or aha caa in achool" 
(Maaa » S.O), "it is important that paopla laara how to ba 
affaotiva laaraars" (Maan =5.0) aad "Bducatioa ahould play a big 
part ia aay child's futura" (Maaa = 4.9). Whila tha raapoadaata 
agraad with all of tha itaaa oa tha fora, tha iaportaaca of 
aducatioa waa act ad aoat stroagly. It appaarad that tha itaaa 
racaiviag tha lowaat ratiaga wara thoaa ralatad to coafidaaca in 
tha achoola. A «-taat for indapandant proportioaa waa uaad to 
dataraina i£ tha raaponsaa on tha POLI wara aora poaitiva in tha 
participant group (n=ltO raaponaaa) thaa a group of 
aoapartieipaata (ns300 raapoaaaa) aalactad duriag Maroh, 1990. 
Tha raaulta ravaalad that tha participaata had a bighar 
parcaataga of atudaata rating tha itaaa aa "Stroagly Agraa" (59% 
varaua at%) . Tha raaulta wara atatiatically aigaificaat («=€.«7, 
p < .001), iadicating that tha participaata ia tha prograa had a 
aora poaitiva oriaatation to laarning, aa aaaaurad on tha POLl. 
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iMblm 7. SuMiary of Var«Bt R«spoBStts to th« P*r«nt ori«ntation 
to Loaraing Invontory (SOLI) During tho FMiily Math Program 



1. I roally liko to l«arn naw things. 

2. Loaning i» onjoyablo. 

3. I am good at laarning nav things. 

4. It is important that a child goas as far 
as ha or sha can in school. 

5. I know vhan I naad to laarn naw things. 

«. Education should play a big part in any 
child's futura. 

7. It is important that paopla laam how to 
b« affactiva laamars. 

t. I lova to laarn naw things. 



9. 



10. Evary yaar I laarn savaral naw things on 
my own. 

11. I hava a lot of natural curiosity. 

12. I an joy raading. 

13. Public schools ara doing a good job of 
prapariag kids for th« futura. 



4.7 5.5 

4.7 5.5 

4.3 12.0 

5.0 1.5 

4.2 13.5 

4.9 3.0 

5.0 1*9 

4.7 5.5 



I lika to talk about naw idaas. <•« 



4.« 8.5 

4.4 11.0 

4.5 10.0 
3.9 15.0 

4.2 13.5 



14. It is axciting to ba at school. 

15. School is tha cantar of laarning for tha 4.7 5.5 
community. 



9t3mm lawo lw— ant In'yantorr 

Paraats wara also askad to complata a Homa , 
imvamtorr which was dasignad to obtain astiwtas of hwauch timt 
Dsraats wara spanding at homa with thair childran in aducationai 
SSaJitiS! S nuaba? of diffarant activitia. with tha potantial 
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tor providing edueational •xp^riMc^s v^r^ listed on thm 
inventory. Tti^s^ ar^ prMMtad ia Tabla 

AS shown in thm tabls, parsnts spsnt ths grsatast amount of 
Moducational tiaa«« vith thalr childran vhila watching talavision. 
Thara was a significant dif faranca batwaan parants at tha two 
schools in tans of tha aaoiwt of tina spant discussing matarial 
from viawad on talavision. Tha parants at tha wast viaw school 
prograa raportad spanding naarl^f four timas as Much tiaa 
discussing talavision as tha parants at Jonasborough. Parants 
also spand a significant amount of tima listaning to childravt'a 
storias <Maans4.7). Parants spand much lass tiaa raading to 
thair childran (Kaans2.8). 

aavaral opan-andad quastions wara Includad on tha Boma 
xnvolvamant Invantory to assass tha axtant to which parants 
workad at hoaa with thair childran. A suamary of tha coaaants is 
prasantad balow whila tha antira list of coaaants aay ba found in 
Appandia H* 

X. List things you do at hoaa to stiaulata your child's languaga 
skills. How auch tiaa do you spand ? 

Tha parants listad a nuabar of diffarant stratagias for 
stiaulating thair tshildran's languaga skills at hoaa. Savaral of 
tha raspondants notad that thay oftaa halp thair childran sound 
out words by braaking thaa down and than sounding thaa out 
corractly. Savaral othars raportad that thay raad outloud to 
thair childraa or that tha childran raad to tha parants. Thasa 
raprasantad tha two priaary stratagias listad. 

2. List things you do at hoaa to halp your child undarstand 
alaaantary aath concapts. 

A nuabar of tha parants indicatad that thay usad spacific 
stratagias at hoaa to facilitata an undarstanding of basic aath 
concapts. aairaral parants indicatad that thay try to aaka a gaaa 
out of daily aotiwitias. Ona parant raportad that »wa play gaaas 
with aath books and count socks as wa sort thaa*% whila anothar 
raportad that laam aath vhila) cooking togathar {or] 

grooary shopping**. Many of tha stratagias wara connactad to tha 
aath books, flawaral parants highlightad tha iaportanca of 
halping thair childran work out aath problaas. 

3. List tfeings you do at hoaa to halp your child ba battar 
praparad to function in school. How auch tiaa do you spand? 

A variaty of rasponsas wara givan to this itaa. Thara was, 
only ona raal thaaa that stood out aaong tha rasponsas. Many of 
tha parants notad tha iaportanca of halping studants focus on 
hoaawork. Ona parant raportad that **wa hava at laast 30 ainutas- 
CO ainutas par day working on spoiling, raading aad just 
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diacMSing vhat did that day» vhila anothar notad that *'[va] 
go ovmr har aohool vork, apalliag vorda, nath problama, quastions 
and eoaoaraa^. Anothar parant daacribad a much mora broad 
stratagy for halping childran by auggaating that parant 
involvamaat in tha aohool aotivitiaa laada to battar atudant 
parfomanoa. Thia parant indicatad that tha childran ahould ««aat 
proparly, alaap proparly, [parants ahould] diacuaa tha daya^ 
avanta, talk about problaaa, attand achool functiona and 
voluntaar in tha claaarooa". 

Tabla Maan Huabar of Boura Paranta Spant in Educational 
Aotivitiaa at Boaa With Thair childran During tha raaily Kath 
prograaw at Waat viav Elaaantary and Jonaaborough Blaaacwary 
schools 

waat viav Jonaaborough Total 

(ns5) (ns7) (nsl2) 

^a of Activity Mtsa BaqJC HflB fimk MtlB BAnk 



RMd aloud to Child 


2.3 


6 


3.1 


3 


2.8 


4 


liistaa to Child's storlas 


7.3 


2 


3.3 


1 


4.7 


2 


Discuss currsBt Ev«nts 


l.« 


9 


3.2 


2 


2.5 


6 


Tsll Storiss rroB Picturas 


l.S 


10 


1.9 


8 


1.7 


9 


Work to Say Words corrsctly 


3.S 


3 


2.2 


5.5 


2.8 


3 


Watch TV aad Discuss 


8.6 


1 


2.2 


5.5 


5.1 


1* 


Play Nuabsr Ganss 


2.6 


5 


1.5 


9 


2.0 


8 


Count Ob j sets 


2.2 


7 


2.4 


4 


2.3 


7 


Discuss Shapss and Siass 


1.6 


8 


.5 


10 


.9 


10 


Work on Math or Languags 


3.4 


4 


2.1 


7 


2.7 


5 



ProblsBS 

*k statistically signifieaat diffsrsnes sxistsd in ths priority 
placsd en this itsa by parsnts in ths tvo schools, as assassad 
using th« Kann-Whitnsy U-tsst with alpha s .05. 



gtndnii Oriantatio na Toward l.aamtM Tn^antorr 

An aasaasaant tool, tha Studant Orientation to Laaming vas 
censtruetad to parallal tha Parant Oriantation to Laaming 
Invantory. Although tha instruaant vas adainistarad to a group 
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Of studMta whos* par«Bts p«rticip«t«d in th. 'iJ^J. . 

txoqvM, thm r««ult« *r« not portrayod bocauso all "tuaonts 
rosDondAd in tho saa* way to th* instruaont. Thoy all raportoa 
Having vory f avorabla ▼iovs toward aduoation and th^* aducational 
proeass. thm instruaant raally only d«aon«tratad tha aarly 
anthusiaam that tha ehlldran had for adueation and laaming. 

fMawtm Tata nriirt Tt^b *"<lT 



Talaphona intarviawa vara hald with tan parant participaata 
in tha raaily Math Progra«. Tha participanta raapondad to 
baaio guaatioaa; l) Eaa thara baan anything in P*'*'-®^^"^?;*^, 
haa happaaad ainca tha program that you would aay ia a raauit or 
tha prograa ? and 2) If you wara a radio advartiaar and you wara 
doing a cowaarcial for thia program and trying to gat "of* P*oPl* 
to attand it naxt yaar, what would you aay about it ? Although 
only two guaationa wara aakad, additional probaa wara uaad to 
alicit mora datailad information. 

lai of thoaa intarviawad indicatad atrong poaitiva faaling 
about tha program, ona paraon aummad it up thia way raally 
anjoyad tha program. I thought it waa wary halpful. I tji»« 
that if anybody took it thay would raally banafit from it". 
Diffaramt paopla, howavar, likad tha program for diffarant 
raaaona. Savaral of tha raapondanta fait that tha amallnaaa of 
tha olaaaaa mada tha program comfortabla and appaaling. Savaral 
othar raapondanta indicatad that thay anjoyad tha P^oqxtm baeauaa 
it gava th«m a chance to work with thair child whila hairing fun. 
ona parant daacribad it thia way> "I anjoyad it. It waa aomathing 
wa could do togathar. I would lika to aaa thia program grow. It 
bringa tha parant and child doaar togathar. It H^.^ 
common ground to hava fun". JUiothar parant indicatad that "thair 
ara timaa whan a parant doaan't hava tima for a child, and thia 
providad a graat opportunity for togathamaaa" . Anothar parant 
aummad up har faalinga thia way; "I think what appaalad to ma was 
it waa what I waa actually doing ona on ona with my daughtar ana 
in thia day and aga thara ia juat not anough tima... I think that 
it would appaal to paopla if thay could apand an hour ona day par 
vaak— qriMlity with aaeh othar*'. 

▼arious outcomaa of tha program wara mantionad. Savaral 
paranta mrationad that tha program waa raally going to halp thair 
ohildxaa with future aoadamic work. Another group of '••Ponding 
parents noted the impact that the program had on the Jj^dfj;'* 
intereat in uaing calculatora. One parent ezelaUed that there 
wJa " big dlf f erince between intereat in the Family Kath Program 
and regular aohool math program. Acoerdlng to that parent 
the difference waa "probably [due to) juat . . 

oalouli»tor. She had never uaad one of thoaa before and »»• 
likad it a lot". Another pnrent •«Pl*ia||« S'.Sl^Sil 
had "baoome a real treat to hia daughter" »?«^thjt aha 
become more aware of the different thinga that aha can do now". 
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Aaothar p«r«at dascribad thm program aa a confidanca 
building amparianca for bar daugbtar. aba daacribad i*^tbia way; 
«i raally tbougbt tbat it was raally wall fortb it and I nop« 
that tbay can continua doing ao....I know it changad my daugbtar. 
aha waa juat starting to laam tri-tablaa aad aba waa Jf^fllY 
tcarad. You know aba waa afraid. Sha tbougbt thia waa third 
arada atuff aad aba couldn't do it. But now it ia juat iiJta, 
bay, 1 caa do tbat. It juat takaa tiaa, it taltaa Pr*ctica, tba 
nuadaara ara act acary to bar aayaora. aba ia not iatiaidatad by 
nuabara". othar paraat aotad tbat anotbar raaaoa tba program ia 
suocaaaful ia bacauaa it ia taught auch tbat math bacomaa fun for 
tba obildran. ona parant cbaractariiad it thia way; "I would say 
poaaibly tba biggaat thing tbat it doaa for tba child ia that it 
takaa away tba drudgary. 1 baliava tba biggaat aalling point of 
thia program ia tbat it takaa tba drudgary out..wbara you ait and 
work problama and count on your fingara. You turn it into a 
9ama..it ancouragaa paopla". 

Thara waa aoma indication tbat soma of tba childraa whoaa 
paraata wara iatarviawad raally wara act haviag aay troubla ia 
school, for axampla, oaa paraat iadicatad tbat "I know that 
[child] anjoyad it. Ha'a raally navar bad any troubla with math. 
Ha juat wantad for ua to participate togatbar". Anotbar P*"»t 
notad tbat bar aon waa "mora or laaa giftaJ in tba araa of matb». 
Anotbar parant indicated tbat tba participation waa wonderful aa 
an enrichment but noted tbat "1 don't even know if she needed it. 
She ia an A atudent but aba ia very eager to learn aaythiag aew". 
la maay caaea it appeared tbat the program waa a valuable 
aarichmeat for childraa who were already very capable, ia 
additioa to beiag useful for those who were act performiag so 
well. 

aeveral paraata iadicatad tbat the program waa bald at very 
coaveaieat timea while two othera said they really liked the 
program bacauaa of the amall group atmoapbare. There were several 
coacems about the program tbat came up in the interviews, one 
of the most frequent comments concerned the length of the 
program. Several parenta mentioned tbat they would liked to have 
been able to apead mora time in the Family Math Program and tbat 
it aaded too quickly. Oivea the high quality of the learaiag 
anerieaea, maay parenta expreaaed aurpriae tbat ■o'f* P"*J*i*.. 
were act iavolved. several pareatc made commeata 'uch aa "I am 
very aurpriaed tbat there were act more people tbaa there were' 
or "I thought tbat a lot more people would be there tbaa were 
there**. 

The iaterviewa revealed tbat paraata aad childraa *11 
eajoyed the ramily Math Program bacauaa it gave them a frienaiy 
enviroamaat ia which paraat aad child could work together to 
aolve math problema. They alao thoroughly eajoyed the 
approach. While the participaata felt the times aad locatioaa 
were coaveaieat, they were very aurpriaed tbat there were nor 
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■or* pMpltt in att«ad«ae«. Many •xpr«ss«d a d«air« to s** th« 
prograa not only continu«d, but oxpandsd in tho coming yo»r». 

Wboa considering all of tho ralavant inforaation, it appears 
that tha raailT Math Program vas highly succaaaful in promoting a 
nartnarship batwaaa 1) tha parant and child and 2) family and tha 
school. Tha participants had favorahla axpactations for thair 
ohildran and had positiva oriantations toward laaming. Tha 
ouality of tha teaching was aKcallant and tha hands-on approach 
was praisad by all of thosa in attandanca. Thara was 'oo* 
avidaaoa, howavar, that tha program may not hava baan raaching 
thosa studants in tha systam who wara most in naad of axiii 
building and attituda adjuatmant. Many of tha participants wara 
already succaasful studants. Tha program might also naad to ba 
langthanad, as a number of comments suggested that parents leit 
the program was too short, several individuals also suggested 
that the program should advertised more widely so that more 
parents would be able to benefit. 
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Thtt PAM prograa has af factivaly bssn uasd in TMnsssss «s a 
modsl for family/ coaaunity involvMiant bsgixming in 19«5* Thm 
ttain intantion of PASS is to idantify, train, and involva as many 
intarastad psrsons as possible as voluntaars* Tbass parsons, 
nainly parants of students, ars undar tlis suparvision of taachars 
and othsr parsonnsl* Ths rasults of pass voluntaars program is 
sssm most claarly in its strangthaning of ths school program and 
ths anrichmsnt of studant sducational sxpsriancas* Tha program 
was first introducad into Tannassaa in 1985-*8C in Washington 
County vith ovar 200 parants and community volimtssrs 
accumulating ovar 10,000 hours of tima* In tha fivs ysar pariod 
sinca its introduction, Washington county has involvsd ovar 900 
voluntaars and accximulatad mora than 56, 000 contact hours* 

Tha goals of tha PASS program ara listad bslov: 

1) To strangthan school^coamunity ralations through positiva 
pmrticipmtion 

2) To raliava taachars of non^taaching dutias 

3) To assist taachars in providing mora individumlisation of 
instruction in thair classas 

4) To provids an opportunity for intarastad community mambars 
to participata sf factivaly in a school program 

5) To incraasa studants' motivation far Isarning 
Spacififl Activitiam 

Tho PASS Program for 1989-1990 was coordinatad by a full- 
tims paid staff position* voluntaars vara trainad and organizad 
through a comprahansivs program vhich includad tha following 
activitias: 

1* Trainad voltintaar coordinators for aach individual 

participating in ^hm program* 
2* Vpdatad tha ParaA Voluntaar Manual and mada it 

availabla to voluntaars* 
3* Publishad a parant navslattar avary six vaaks vhich 

inoludas currant activitias and programs availabla to 

parants * 

4* Praparad madia ralaasas on systam-vida activitias* 

S* Plannad and implamantad racogaition activitias for all 

PASS voluntaars* Ona of thasa activitias includad an 

appraoiation lunchaoa bald in honor of tha voluntaars* 
6* Dasignad and providad postcards, nota cards, and 

appropriata ma^arials that vara sant pariodically to 

ancouraga continuad participation* 
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7. X»«i«t«d R«d CroM Clinic* in school* that had clinics, 
a. oa^alopad a tutorial program callad PKIRB (Parants 
Aiding in Raading Skills) vith K-3 taachars. 



I^atlvitiaa initlaf d 

A program coordinator was hirad by Washington county School 
District to hav* ovarsight ovar activitias and to ba abla to 
•xpand tha program. In August, 19tf tha program coordinator 
bagan training parant voluntaar coordinators in aach individual 
participating school, undar tha guidanca of tha program 
coordinator and tha school voluntaar coordinators, information 
ooncarning tha program was dissaminatad to parants in ordar to 
promota tha program. By Octobar, most schools had baan organizad 
and parant voluntaars wara af f activaly baing usad by tha 
district. Tha PASS program was maintainad in all tha schools 
throughout tha district as wall as tha four schools targatad for 
tha LIM program. Activitias continuad through tha school yaar. 

PSOOBAM ASSISSMSMF 

Program assassmant raliad mainly upon an axamination of 
participation racords and thraa quastioanairas which wara 
administarad during tha final racognition awards caramony. Each 
guastioaaaira followad tha sama ganaral format but had diffarant 
purposas am dascribad balow. Tha quastionnairas consistad of a 
numbar of atatamants which allowad for aithar a Likart-typa 
rasponsa or a commant or both. 

miabara of 9m Voluntaar and Contact Hours 

Tha total BUBtoar of parants participating in tha PASS 
program and tha numbar of contact hours ara givan in Tabla 9. as 
shown in tha tabla, thara was a 22% incraasa in tha numbar of 
parant contact hours in tha voluntaar program in tha four 
targatad acheols at tha south and of tha county. Tha numbar of 
voluntaars la thasa schools rosa by 12 from 1989 to 1990. This 
raprasaats a 40% iacraasa ia tha aumbar of voluataars ia tha 
schools. la coatrast, thara was a 7.3% iacraasa ia coatact hours 
for tha othar alamaatary schools ia tha couaty. Thasa schools 
also had a gaia of 18 paraat voluataars from 1989 to 1990, which 
was a 13% iacraasa ia actual aumbars. 
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Tabl* 9. Total NUBb«r of Paroat Voluatoor and contact Hours oa 
taa PXat Pro^raa During 1989 aa4 1990 » by school and Grada Loval 



KuBbar of voluntaara contact Hours 

E=l 1=1 Othsr 
12 IS. il IS. il 11 1989 1990 %^htnq9 



Targatad Southarn Elaaantary schools 








7 


10 1 3 3 


4 


400 


500 


« 


• 2 1 1 


2 


350 


400 


22% 


SOOTS CMWBAL 


3 


Sill 


1 


150 


210 


40% 


VIST yjMw 


1 


£ 1 31 i 




ago 


?09 


?9% 


subtotal 


20 


28 5 7 S 


7 


1150 


1410 


22% 




Othar Elttmantary Schools 






4% 


Booaas cr aak £1. 


3< 


33 4 5 « 


10 


2250 


2347 


rail Branch 


8 


9 3 4 1 


2 


450 


582 


2S% 


Gray 


32 


30 5 4 4 


3 


2350 


9 AAA 




jonasboreugh Bl. 


35 


3« 4 5 5 


9 


2200 


2500 


13% 


Sttlphar Springs 


0 


_i _i ^ _ft 


_1 


499 


499 


9< 


Subtotal 


110 


117 18 19 1< 


28 


7850 


8209 


+7.3% 






Middla Schools 










Boonas craak Md. 


0 


0 3 3 1 


2 


200 


250 


25% 


jonasborough Kd. 


9 


—fi ^ ^ _l 


_i 


100 


ISA 




Subtotal 


0 


0 « « 2 


4 


300 


400 


33% 






High Schools 










D. Boona R8 


0 


0 0 0 5 


4 


200 


150 


-25% 


0. crockatt BS 


_a 


_ft _a _a ^ 




_Zi 




33% 


subtotal 


0 


0 0 0 8 


8 


275 


250 


-9.0% 


Totals 


141 


14S 29 32 31 


47 


9518 


10289 


+7.9% 



Thasa rasults provida avidanca of tha incraasa in parant 
involvaaant in tha alaaantary schools that has takan placa sinca 
tha inplaaaatatioa of tha LZrB Prograa. Hhila incraasas hava 
occurrad in all alamantary schools froa tha county^ tha aost 
draaatio incraasa (as a parcantaga of pravious activity) has 
occurrad in thosa schools at tha aoutham and of tha cotmty. 

Lif Paran fc maaassasnt Voxm 

Tha LXri Program Assassaant rom was givaa to all voluntaars 
in tha schools which participatad in tha program during tha last 
official olass sassion. In ganaral tha rasults of tha assassaant 
vara vary pesitiva. Tha folloving raprasant suaaary stataaants 
darivad froa rasponsas givan in tha assassaant. Tha coaplata 
rasults of tha assassaant ara givan in Appandiz P. 
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Qtittstioa #lt Vkat did 70a lik« about th^ program ? 

This p&xticular quostlon ganoratad tha graatast niiabar of 
rasponsas aad tha sost involvad rasponsas* Savaral of tha 
eouants daalt vith ralatioaaliipa batvaan parants and taachara* 
Most of thasa couants caa bast ba suBsarisad by this ona quota: 
MI vas abla to aaat and bacoaa acquaintad vith tha various 
taachars* X vas also sada sora avara of tha strass and tha vorJc 
taachars hava*** ona parant's coaaants ancapsulatad tha couants 
of savaral othars vho notad tha bonding that occurrad batvaan 
parant, studant, and taachar* This parant vrota that tha program 
••brings parants, taachars, and childran closar togathar* Also it 
gats parants to intaract vith aach othar»* h third sunary 
stataaant indicatad an alamant of surprisa that parants could 
hava an affact on tha aducation systam in ganaral and 
spaoifically vith thair child* This parant notad; "it gava m a 
chanca to laam about what was going on in ay child's aducation, 
and tha faet that ay baing thara to halp aight hava aada a 
diffaranca*** 

Quaatioa «2s What didn't you lika about tha program 7 

Tha aost fraquantly voicad coi^laint daalt vith faeilitias* 
Zn ona vay or anothar ovar half tha rasponsas indicatad that 
thara vaa ••novhara to vork" or that rooas and supplias naadad to 
ba availabla at "all tiaas". A fav paopla fait that tha prograa 
vas too loosaly structurad and could hava baan aora organisad* 

gaastioa #as Did this prograa cooparata or co^pata vith othar 
school aotivitias? Zn vhat ways did it cooparata or coapata? 

Thara wara no rasponsas which indicatad that tha PASS 
Prograa coapatad with any othar school activitias* Most 
rasponsas obsarvad that tha prograa coapliaantad othar 
activitias* Savaral coaaants pointad out a high dagraa of 
cooparation with "F*T*A* and ballgaaas". A faw parants also 
obsarvad that tha prograa cooparatad in that it halpad fraa 
taachars up for othar tasks* 

Qoaatioa #4i Za what ways was tha prograa halpful? 

Tha coaaants to this quastion wara priaarily split batwaan 
two aajor thoughts* Ona daalt with tha voluntaars gaining a 
haightanad awaranass and appraoiation for tha schools and tha 
taachars and is parhaps bast dapiotad by this quota t "It halpad 
aa hava a olosanass with tha school and its adainistration, which 
in turn halpad ay childran"* A saeond pravailing thought was 
•iailar to that axprassad abova in quastion 3, that "it gava 
taachars aora tiaa vith thair childran"* 
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Quttstioa #St B«o«tui« o£ this prograa, 1 haT« b«ooB« ■or* 
iavolTsd ia By child's •duoation. 

Parsnts 9snsrall7 strongly agrssd with this statsasnt (s«« 
rssiilts bslow). ons parsnt notsd that bsoauss of ths prograa 
kaov how mj ehildrsn ars doiag ia thsir olassrooas and hov I can 
hslp thaa iaprovs in thsir vsak araas". 

35 IS 2 0 

Qusstioa «<s Baeanas of this progxaa, Z faal battsr about tha 
school. 

Again, aost parsnts strongly agreed with this stat«i«nt. 
on* parent cxprcssad her fcalings in this way* "I feel the school 
is a big part of ay life as I spend a lot of tiae there. Z feel 
very proud of it". Another parent voiced some disagreeaent with 
the stataaent and wrote that "because of being in the school 
during the day, Z see things Z do not agree with and children 
being talked to or treated in ways that are not part of our hoae 
life". 

atroiiolv %tfr»m a or— Diemfaa gWaqlT PiiMTt^ 

31 It 1 • 

Queatioa #7t Because of this prograa, ay child's skills have 
iaprovad. 

Parents were less strongly in agreeaent with this stateaent 
and there were fewer coaaents expressed. One parent wrote that 
she felt her child was acre interested in school because he knew 
"aoa is interested". 

gferonalv acraa Aoree D iaaaraa g^gvaqlY PjffWt 

It 25 < 0 

Queatioa #t« Baoanae of this prograa, ay child's attitude haa 



There were no negative coaaents expressed for this stateaent 
but several parents indicated that their children's attitudes 
were good to prior to the prograa. A particular coaaent noted 
that "ay child likes the idea of aoa working at her school and 
tries harder because of it". 

atgoaalw Aor— Acrea D ieaoraa Btrcagly Pitiqrtt 

W 30 • 0 
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QUMtioa #•< B«oaas« of this prograa, ay child's behavior has 
iaprorad. 

savaral paraats disagraad with this statuiaat eoaasatia? 
that thay fait tha prograa did not affact thair child's bahavior. 
A faw coaaants obsarvad that thair child's bahavior iaprovad 
bacausa thay knaw thair parant vaa in tha school. 

gtroaal^ aaraa Xerr— Piaaa y atropgX'w Disaogaa 
12 22 11 i 

Quaatioa iios Baeauaa of thia prograa, Z aa battar abla to halp 

child. 

Surray aaswara and tha coamanta indicatad that tha aajority 
of paranta fait thair abilitiaa to halp thair childran had 
significantly incraaaad. ona parant want ao far aa to aay, "X 
can undaratand har problaaa and inaacuritiaa and can halp har 
ovarcoaa thaa aa wall aa saaing tha araaa sha naada iaprovaaant 
and halp in". 

atroncilw Aoraa Aaraa Dia amraa fltronqlY Pisaor— 
25 24 3 0 

Qaaatioa z would racoiMad thia prograa to othar paraats. 

Mo coaaanta indicatad that voluntaara would not racoaaand 
thia prograa to othar paranta. Zn fact, tha vaat aajority 
strongly agraad with thia stataaant. savaral coaaanta auggaatad 
that all paranta ahould ba involvad in thair child' a achool 
ayataa. ona poaitiva coaaant caaa froa a grandparant voluntaar. 

Stronolw Aaraa A araa Piaaoraa gWttqlT Pltiqrtf 

39 IC 0 0 

Additional Coaaaatst 

Tha aurvay inatruaant allowad for additional coaaanta 
following tha principal portion of tha quaationnaira. Alaoat all 
of tha additional coaaanta, with tha axcaption of a coupla, wara 
vary faworabla towarda tha prograa. Tha atataaant balow ia vary 
rapraaantatlva of tha coaaanta froa paranta: 

••Z think this prograa ia graat and racoaaand it to 
avary parant. . . Zt haa baaa a raal laaming axparianca for 
aa . . . and haa givan aa a chaaca to grow paraonally. Thia 
prograa ia aaaantial to halp aaintain tha quality of 
aduoatioB raquirad for our childran". 
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thm VKkJ vas d«v«lop«A to gathor inforaation ragazding 
pasMtal aiqiaotatioas of thalr ehildzan. Tha PEAF was 
adBiaistarad to prograa participants at tha eoaclusion of tha 
prooraa at tba raeognition caraaony. Tha PEAV was dasigaad to 
aaasura tha axtaat to which paraats had positiva aducatioaal 
axpactatioBs for thair childraa. Tha scala valuas raagad froa a 
high of 5 (Stroagly agr aa) to a low of 1 (strongly disagr aa) . 
Tlxa aaaa or avaraga scoras oa aach of tha itaas ara prasaatad in 
Tabla 1, along with ranks. Tha rasults of this assassaaat 
iadloata that paraats hald vary positiva aducatioaal axpactations 
for thair childran. on naarly all of tha positivaly wordad 
itaas, raspondants azprassad a positiva rasponsa as raflactad in 
tha high aaaa valuas. Tha raspoadaats did disagraa with tha 
stataaaats that "Ky child will probably drop out of school befors 
ha or sha graduatas'* (Maan=1.2), that "It is act iaportaat that 
ay child stays ia school uatil ha or sha graduatas" (Maan a 1.3), 
aad that "it is act that iaportaat that ay child graduata froa 
high school" (Kaaa = 1.1). Itaa 5 "School will provida tha 
kaowladga aad skills nacassary to obtain a job" iadicatad tha 
graatast laval of uacartainty (aaaa = 3.8). All of tha rasponsas 
to tha scala ara coapilad and providad in Tabla 10. 

Tha PBAF included two final <iuaations which providad parants with 
opportuaitias to aaka soaa briaf eoaaaats. Tha full coaaaats ara 
givaa ia Appaadix 0. 

QuastioB lis Vlaasa taka a f«v aiautas aad dascriba what 
adooatioaal goals you hava for your child. 

Savaral of tha raspoasas to this quastioa raflactad tha 
paraats dasira to saa thair childraa attaad collaga. For 
axaapla, oaa paraat statad that "I would lika to saa ay childraa 
graduata froa collaga baeausa without collaga you do not hava as 
aaay opporttmitias" . othar paraats wara concaraad that thair 
childraa b« abla to raach thair full potaatial aad that thay ba 
givaa tha aaeuat of aducatioa that thay would aaad ia ordar to 
fiad "soma oeeupatioa which brings joy and fulfillaaat". 

Quaatiea 12 1 laa your paxticipatioa ia this prograa chaagad tha 
•spaetatioaa that you hava for your child's aducatioa? if ao, 
hov hava thm aq^tatioas chaagad? 

NOaa of tha coaaaats froa paraats iadicatad that thair 
axpactatioBs had act chaagad as a rasult of this prograa. 
Although aapaotations apparently did not changa, savaral parants 
rapertad a ehaaga in attituda ia answariag this quastioa. For 
azaaala, oaa paraat raspoadad "Mo, but I aow raalisa what a larga 
rela X aaad to play to aacouraga othar parants to hava high 
azpaetatioaa aad for tha coaauaity as a whola, as votars aad 
taxpayars, to hava high axpactatioas as wall". Aaothar paraat 
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irrot«# ^rrom mf Mp^riMO^ in mj son's class t&is ysar I fssl 
muoh bsttsr about his oduoatioii* Bo has a vondorful toachor, and 
tho yoar has boon an oxoollont onporioneo«*« 

Tablo 10* simary of Paront Rosponsos to tho Varont Bxpoctations 
Assossmont Form (PEAT) at tho Co^^lotion of tho PASS program 

iigii MB AM fi&Kfi 



1. z bolioTO that my child vill on joy school 4*2 ^•O 
imtil ho or sho graduatos* 

2« My child vill succood in school* 4*3 S«0 

3* My child vill bo a good student throughout 4*4 3«S 
his or hor school yoars* 

4* My child vill probably drop out of school 1*2 9*0 
boforo ho or sho graduates* 

i. School vill provide tho knovlodgo and 3«s 7«o 

skills nocossary to obtain a job* 

€. My child should stay in school for as 4*7 2*0 

long as possible* 

7* It is not important that ny child stays 1*3 8*0 
in school until he or she graduates* 

My child vill one day attend a college 4*4 3«S 
or university* 

9* Our family encourages my child to go as 4*9 1*0 
far as he or she can in school* 

10* Vhile it vould be nice^ it is not that 1*1 10*0 

important that my child graduate from 
high school* 



Parmmfc Qri mmtmtiem h€% l,magminq Tnwmmtorv 

The paront orientation to Learning Inventory vas given 
during the last session of the PASS Program* This questionnaire 
vas designed to gather information on parental perceptions of 
learning amd education* All items received a positive response 
om the qaostionnairo* Parents aoeordant in expressing their 
strong agreemsmt in tvo areas s ••It is important that a child goes 
as far as he or she can in school** (mean m s*0) and ••Bdueation 
should play a big part in any child's future^ (mean s s*0)* 
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milltt this perhaps is not surpcisiag, it doss dssonstrsts ths 
High dsgrss of valus vHieh parsnts placs on sducation for thsir 
eHildrsa. Itmt 13 ••Publio schools ars doing a good job of 
prsparing kids for ths futurs^ (asan s 3.7) rscsivsd ths Isast 
sBOimt of poeitivs f ssdbsok indicating that parsnts vsrs somsvhat 
psssisistio about ths job that schools vsrs doing in prsparing 
thsir children for ths futurs. All ths rssponsss to ths 
qusstionnairs havs bssn compiled and ars rsportsd in Tabls 11. 

Tabls 11. Sunarr of Parsnt Rssponsss to ths Parsnt orisntation 
to Learning Invsntory at ths cosplstion of ths PASS Program 



IZfiM man lAHK 



1« I rsall7 liks to Isam nsv things. 4.8 4.5 

2. Lsaming is snjoyabls. 4.8 4.5 

3* X am good at lsaming. 4.4 13.0 

4. It is important that a child goss as far 5.0 l.S 
as hs or shs can in school. 

5. Z knov vhsn Z nssd to Isam nsw things. 4.5 10. S 

Sducation should play a big part in any 5.0 1.5 
child ^s future. 

7. Zt is important that psopls Isam hov to 4.8 4.5 
bs sffsctivs Isamsrs. 

8. Z lovs to Isam nsv things. 4.8 4.5 

9. Z liks to talk about nsv idsas. 4.^ 8.0 

10. Svsry ysar Z Isam ssvsral nsv things on 4.5 10.5 
my ovn. 

11. Z have a lot of natural curiosity. 4.5 10.5 

12. Z smjoy rsading. 4.7 7.0 

13. Public schools ars doing a good job of 3.7 15.0 
prsparing kids for ths futurs. 

14. Zt is exciting to be at school. 4.3 14.0 

15. School is ths center of leaming for the 4.5 10.5 
community. 
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Vhm thMB co«pon«nt o£ thm LIFE program continu«« to b« « 
poir«rful progrM for .trwigthwiing .chool-comunity ^ 
ThI progriTS** •ncour«g«d parents to tak* an activa rola in tha 
3Sc5?n; of tbair childran; Thi. aotiva rola ha. incraaaad 
:SSt«r.Jn.itivity to taaohar. and ha. allovad than to ba nora 
Svipathatio toward taaohar.. in lik. mannar, taaohar. hava 
SSSId a haightanad avarana.. of tha valua of voluntaar. a. thay 
hliS prSvan to ba vary auccaaaful in rallaving taachar. of aon- 
taaohing dutia. and tharaby providing mora opportunity and tlma 
to ba involvad vith studanta. 



PRE-KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 
& 

SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
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Wtaila th^rtt is funding available for savaral Haad start 
programs vithin Washington County, thara ara nona associatad vith 
tha Washington County School systan* in rasponsa to tha naad for 
Idantifying and providing sarvioas for studants **at risk** prior 
to antranoa into kindargartan, tha county school systaa 
inplSMantad a Pra-Kindargartan scraaning Program, in which 
childran from tha county vara scraanad for physical, social and 
intallaotual davalopmant* Thosa childran idantifiad "at'^risk<< 
vara than providad vith a limitad suwar Pra-Kindargartan 
Snrichaant Program* Tha program has traditionally baan fundad at 
tha loc;^l laval and has utilisad earaar laddar taachars as 
instructors* Tha primary purposa of tha program vas to idantify 
studants, prior to kindargartan, who might ba «at-*risk" of having 
difficulty in kindargartan* Thosa studants vara than providad 
vith a supportiva summar program prior to antranca in 
kindargartan* Instructors vork on building thosa skills 
nacassary for succass in kindargartan, but vhich vara found to ba 
lacking in tha aarly scraaning* An additional Pra-first Orada 
Enrichmant Program vas davalopad for a small numbar of studants 
idantifiad Hat-risk** prior to antranca into first grada* 

teactfio notlvitiaa 

Tha If •9-90 Pra-Kindargartan program vas conductad by 
caraar laddar taachars from tha Washington county school Systam* 
scraaning of studants vas conductad at tha tima of pra- 
ragistration during March, 1990* Tha Briganca X-1 Basic 
scraaning Assassmant vas utilisad to idantify studants vho might 
ba labalad Hat-risk"* In addition, tha childran vara givan 
vision/haaring and spaach/languaga scraaning tasts* Thosa 
studants vho scorad ona standard daviation balov tha group maan 
vara idantifiad as having low scoras on tha Briganca and having a 
possibla naad for a pra-kindargartan anrichmant program* In 
addition to lev scoras on tha Briganca, studants vara also 
salactad cm tha basis of taachar raccmmandations, and tha naad 
for social skill davalopnant, as obsarvad during tha pra- 
soraaning program* Tha sassions vara conductad at diffarant 
locations in tha county* Tha timas and locations for thasa 
programs ara prasantad in Tabla 12* 
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TftDl* 12* Looatioas, Timas and Charactaristles of tUm SuMfflcr 
pr*-Kindar9«rt«n E&riehaaat Programs offarad By tha washingtoa 
couaty school systaa for tha 19S9-90 school Yaar 



^eatloa Dataa Saaatoaa Lft&a^ 

Booaas Craak Elamaatary Juaa 4-29 5 days/waak i^liai" 

Gray Blaaaatary Juaa 4-29 5 days/waak a-llaa 

joaasborough Blamaatary Juaa 4-29 5 days/waak s-llaa 

sulphar Spriags Blaaaatary Juaa 4-29 5 days/waak 8-llaa 



agtl^lttaa laltlatad 

Za aach of tha schools thara wara childraa Idaatifiad as 
balag "at-risk'S in additioa to savaral othar childraa act 
idaatifiad as ••at-risk" who wara also iadudad ia tha program to 
mmkm provida a mora hatarogaaaous classroom aaviroamaat. Tor tha 
purposas of this aaalysis, thosa studaats scoriag balow tha 75 
parcaatila oa tha pratast wara coasidarad ••at-risk^^, whila thosa 
sooriag abova this laval wara aot coasidarad to ba ••at-risk'^ aad 
raprasaatad a comparisoa group. Ia additioa to tha pra- 
kiadargartaa studaats* ia tha Joaasboi^ough Program thara wara 
fiva studaats who attaadad tha aama class aassioas as part of a 
Pra-rirst Qrada Earichmaat Program. Thasa studaats had baaa 
rafarrad by thaix Kiadargartaa taachars aad workad oa 
haadwritiag, math skills, phoaatics, sight words, color words aad 
followiag dlraotioas. 

PSOGBMI ASSBSSMBIIT 

Program assassmaat primarily coasistad of axamiaiag chaagas 
that occurrad ia tha Brigaaca scoras of tha childraa idaatifiad 
as ••at-risk^^ who participatad ia tha pra-Xiadargartaa Program. 

comartaoit of Pra and Poat Aaaaaamanta oa tha Brianc^ 
K-i Baaic Seranina Assassmaat 

Kt thraa of tha sitas thara wara a total of forty-thraa 
partieipaats ia tha Summar Earichmaat Program. Scoras of tha 
••at-risk** aad ••aot at-riak^^ groups ara summarizad ia Tabla 13. 
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tabl* 13. stmrr of Vr«t«st and Postt«st scorM on th« Brig«nc« 
f-l Basio fleraaning Assassmant Por childran idantifiaa as ac- 
sisk and Mot At-nisk 





n 


Maan StdOav sain 


t 


P 


pratast 
posttast 


33 
33 


All Participants 
67.35 16.89 
89.80 13.80 


22.45 


11.49* 


<.001 


pratast 
posttast 


23 
23 


At Risk Group 
59.70 13.04 
86.54 15.19 


26.85 


13.51* 


<.001 


pratast 
Posttast 


10 
33 


Not At-Risk Group 
84.95 10.24 
89.80 13.80 


12.35 


4.90* 


.001 



AS shovB in tha tabla, thara wara significant incraasas in 
botb tha "at-risk" and "non at-risk" groups in sooras on tka 
Briganca. IHa at risk studants gainad an avaraga of 2i.tf points 
in tha Briganoa, vhila tha not "at-risk" group gainad an avaraga 
of 12.35 points. Tha probabilitias of pratast to posttast 
diffarancas baing this larga just by chanca vara lass than .01 
for both groups. in Intarprating thasa nui^ars it should ba 
raaaabarad that tha not "at-risk" group scorad dosar to tha 
highast scora (100) on tha pratast and tharafora did not hava as 
«uch roo« for i«prova«ant on ratasting. Thus, thair scoras nay 
ba tha rasult of tha "calling" affact. 

To obtain an astiaiata of vhathar tha "at-risk" group 
achiavad at a graatar rata than tha not "at risk" group, an 
analysis of covarianca was parformad. Posttast scoras of tha two 
groups wara coaparad aftar statistically controlling for initial 
or pratast diffarancas. Tha rasults showad that tha adjustad 
posttast scoras of tha "at-risk" group wara highar than thosa of 
tha not "at-risk" group (rs3.84, dfxi,30, p s.059). This 
indicatas that tha probability of tha adjustad maans of tha 
groups baing that far apart just by chanca was appro«iaataly 6\. 
Dua to tha sull nuabars in tha saaplas, tha powar of thasa 
statistical tasts was low. Tha probabilitias of thasa rasults 
occurring by chanca would hava baan avan s«allar, if thay had 
baaa basad on largar saaplas and had a highar laval of 
statistical powar. 

FTpgriM iMirr 

Thara is strong avidanca that ...... 

inrichmant Program was affactiva in raising 

for kindargartan, as maasurad on tha Briganca K-1 Basic Scraaning 
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&..Mam«nt. Thlm mmm tru« for both "at-risk" stud«nt« and thos* 
is? ?.It??iilt" or ti. comparison group. Tha avidanoa also 
iSSicltar'Sat tha ItudaSt. idantifiad as "at-ri.k" achiavad at a 

JIta than thoaa who vara not "at-ri.k". W?"* J** 

5i a SrSrLi that doaa halp tho.a studanta parfor. at a highar 

oS tha triganca. I£ thia a.aa..>ant ••*««'*«.^f:f* 
iSiltiaa that ara naoassarr for auccaaaful antranca into 
SiiiU«t«' tSJ pSogra. ll aarvin, a -•'J^Jf SSSLSSSS'"" 
gatting thaaa childran raady for a sueeaasful kindargartan 

axparianea. 
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TEACHER TRAINING WORKSHOP-DR. REBECCA ISBELL 
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wmekarouai ^ Pnrffoa* eg thm ProOTM 

BUB«n D«v«lop»«nt and Learning at East Tannassa* Stata onivarsity 
conductad a worlcahop for 30 aarly alamantary taachars 
from tha Waahingtoa County school 8yata«. Dr. laball's 
prasantation focuaad on Stratagias for involving Parants in tha 
SiaJning Procaa. in tha Early Elamantary Yaara. Tha jrorkahop vaa 
hald on Friday aftarnoon froa 3:30 until 5:30 PM. Tha 
lactura/diacuaaion mathod vaa tha primary inatructional dallvary 
uaad in tha aaaaion. 

Qth«g aaii^ant inforaation 

Dr. isball haa baan on tha faculty at Eaat Tannaaaaa stata 
onivaraity for ovar tan yaara. Sha ia tha Diractor of tha Early 
Childhood Education Program at tha inatitution and waa racantiy 
inatruaantal in davaloping a nav Mastar'a Dagraa program in ""lY 
Childhood Education. Sha is vary activa in ^oth ragional and 
national organiiationa partaining to aarly childhood aducation 
and is activaly involvad in conducting insarvica prograaa for 
taachars around tha ragion. Or. Isball is an axpart on aarly 
childhood davalopmant and at tha uni varsity taachaa such coursaa 
as ••infancy", "Litaracy and tha Young Child" and "Thaorias of 
Play" and "Davaloping curriculum for tha Young Child". 

PBOORMI A88B88imT 
tmrntAmr W oirkahcD Bvaluation 

A tan itam Taachar Workshop Bvaluation form was administarad 
to all thosa who attandad tha workshop conductad by Dr. Isball. 
Tha taachars wara askad to raspond to aach of tha ij"« 
numarical scalas that rangad from 7 (axcallant) to l (Poof)* 
Tha form was givan to participants iamadiataly 
complation of tha workshop. Tha rasults of tha workshop 
avaluations ara prasantad in Tabla 14. 

AS shown ia tha tabla, tha raspondants wara axtraaaly 
favorabla about tha quality of tha workshop. All jf^JJ* ij'" 
fall at tha uppar and of tha rating acala. It is difficult to 
;Si Joint an?*^obvioua strangth fro. tha ratinga, 'ia** ^^JJ 
Si aS ItJoagT Tha rating, wara high.at, 

daaling with tha work of tha saaaion laadar WJJi *| 

idaaa and concapta that wara prasantad. 

qualitri* tha fact that 96% of thoaa who raapondad iadlcatad 
Sat thay would lika to obtain aora inforaation about thj 
pr^raa. Tha ratings indicatad that tha prasantation quality was 
McSllant and that participants laamad a graat daal in tha 
workshop. 
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2xdditioaml vrittM coaaMts ^mxm solicited from tli^ 
pasticipants as a aaana of supplaaaating thm information obtainad 
on thm rating soalaa* only thraa additional couanta vara 
obtainad* Tba liat of rasponaaa can ba found in Appandiz Q« 
Thaaa coasanta ganarally complaaantad tha ratinga and raflactad 
tha poaitiva faalinga tha taachara had toward tha vorkahop* 

Tabla 14* Taaohar avaluationa of Dr* Rabacca laball^a Workshop 
on Stratagiaa for Involving Parants in tha Laaming Procaaa in 
tha Early Blaaantary Yaars (ns26) 



Parformaaca Fraquancy Diatribution of Rasponaaa 

Xtaa (Parcants ara givan in paranthasaa) 

Eaeallant Poor 

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 



1. 


Thm organisation of 
sassion vast 


f 
% 


17 
(«5) 


8 

(31) 


1 
(4) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


0 

(0) 


2. 


Tha objactivas of tha 
sassion vara: 


% 


17 
(65) 


9 

(35) 


0 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


Q 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


0 

(0) 


3. 


Tha vork of tha 
sassion laadar wast 


f 
% 


20 
(77) 


6 

(23) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 
<0) 


0 

(0> 


0 

(0) 


4. 


Tha idaas and concapts 
prasantad varat 


f 
% 


19 

(73) 


« 

(23) 


1 

(4) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


S. 


Tha activitias/taaching 
stratagias utilizad in 
tha sassion varat 


f 


15 
(58) 


8 

(31) 


3 

(12) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


c. 


Tha axtant of covaraga 
wast 


f 


14 

(54) 


9 

(35) 


3 

(12) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


7. 


Tha utility of thasa 
concapts for working 
af factivaly with 
parants s 


f 
% 


17 
(«5) 


7 

(27) 


2 

(8) 


0 

(0) 


0 
(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


«. 


My attandanca has 
providad ma vith 
infomtion that should 
prova to bat 


f 
% 


15 
(58) 


8 

(31) 


3 

(12) 


0 
(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


9. 


ovarall Z would considar 
this sassions 


f 
% 


IC 

(C2) 


8 

(31) 


2 

(8) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 


0 

(0) 



10. Would yott ba intsrastad Yas Mo 

in obtaining additional f 25 1 

infoxBStion about tha topic? % (98) (4) 
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Partioipaats ia tha vorkshop vara also aakad to raspond to a 
aariaa ot qaaatioaa about tha workshop outcoaas using tha Taachar 
Salf«-Assasaaant* THa coaplata sat of rasponsas ara givan in 
Appandix R* Rasponsa suaaarias to aach of tha four itaas ara 
givan balov* 

1. Aftar participating in this workshop, dascriba what you 
saa as soma of tha positiva attributas or 
charactaristics of parants that sarva as opportunitias 
for tha taachar* 

Tha wida variaty of rasponsas indicata that tha participants 
did taka a graat daal of infomation away froa tha workshop* for 
aaaapla, in rasponsa to itaa ona, coaaants lika tha following 
war a aadai "Varants know thair childran bast and ara tha biggast 
influanca" or "Parants can giva usaful information childran— 
sidas of thaa wa [taachars] do not know*** Maarly all of tha 
coaaants highlightad tha iaportanca of gatting to know tha 
parants and utilising thaa as important rasourcas who hava a 
ijmiqua parspactiva on tha child's abilitiaa and laaming naads* 

2* liist soma things that taachars aight suggast to parants 
aa altamata ways of working with childran at hoaa* 

Many of tha participants raspondad to this itaa* Tha 
rasponsas wara variad* For axampla, soma individuals aantionad 
axpariantial activitias and would suggast to parants that thay 
••taka walks for looking for spacific things, such as aniaals, 
things with circlas, thraa«*whaalad vahiclas ate*"* Many 
suggastad that raading was axtramaly important* X nuabar of tha 
suggastions cantarad around astablishing graatar communication 
with tha child around tha homa* Participants listad such things 
aa ••looking at pictura books or magazinas and discuss what is 
happaning in tha picturas^^, ••Taka a walk, and find thraa graan 
things and two brown things", ••Match socks^S and ••Figura out how 
many glassaa, spoons, ate* ara naadad to sat tha tabla^^* Many 
intarasting suggastions wara providad by tha participants* 

3* List any naw tachniquas that you hava laamad that will 
aaabla you to halp parants davalop mora poaitiva viaws 
of thair childran as laarnars and mora positiva viaws 
of aducation* 

Tha participants indicatad that thay laamad many naw 
tachniguaa that could ba usad to halp parants davalop mora 
positiva viaws of laaming and aducation* Tha raspondants 
aantionad such things as opaning a rasourca landing library for 
parants, making hoaa visits, writing on aga*appropriata 
handbook, foraing parant support groups, sanding hoaa positiva 
notas or initiating prograas involving childran and parants* 



CI 



4. Identify soa* spacific thing, that P«*at»^«»*^J» ^ZH, 
with th«ir children to h«lp th«« perform at a highar lavai 

in soheol. 

Tha raapondanta listad «*ny things that paranta can do *t 
homa to halp thair childran parfom at a highar l«yal in school. 
Tha list of itana iacludad such things as naintaining poaitiva 
cowunication, playing gaaas with thair childran, raviaw with tha 
child papars brought hona with a low grada, listan and gt»p<?ng to 
ouiitiSni, taka childran to diffarant placas and talj «hout what 
thay saa. Tha list was long a variad. It appaarad that tha 
participants gainad a graat daal of information for attanding tha 
workshop. 

workahco 



A rawiaw of tha Taachar Workshop Evaluations and tha Taachar 
Salf-Assassaants indicated that tha participants ^•^•^•^^ ... 
anthusiastic about tha profassional davalopmant opportunity with 
Dr. Isball. Thay fait good about tha prasantar and tha 
information that was prasantad. Thair raactions to tha Taachar 
Salf-Assassmant also suggastad that thay took away many practical 
idaas for incraasing parantal involvamant from tha sassion. 
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TEACHER TRAINING WORKSHOP-DR. DAVID SABATINO 
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Dr. D«vi« a«b*tlno, Chaimaa of tho Dopartaont of Huaaa 
D«v«lop«ont and Loaming prosontod a workshop to 27 apacial 
•ducation t*achars from thm Washington County School Bjnfm which 
focusad on Succassful Stratagias for Working with ramilias of 
Childran in Spaeial Education and Balping Taailias Xccass 
comunity Rasourcas. Tha workshop was hald on Friday aftamoon 
fro« 3:30 until 5:30 PM. Tha lactura was tha primary 
instructional dalivary usad in tha saasion. 

f ^^mr Tii£or«ation 

Dr. Sabatino was salactad for his axpartisa in tha fiald of 
spacial aducation whara ha has taught such coursas as ^ ^. 
••Ad«inistration of Spacial Education progra«s" and "introduction 
to Spacial Education". 

PROGRAM ASSBSSMBMT 
Taaehar Wa irk«hQn Rvaluation 

A tan ita« Taachar workshop Evaluation for» was ad«inistarad 
to all thosa who attandad tha workshop conducted by or. sabatino. 
Tha taachars wara askad to raspond to aach of tha itaas on 
nusarical sealas that rangad from 7 (axcallant) to 1 (poor). 
Tha form was givan to participants approximately two days aftar 
tha completion of tha workshop. Tha results of the workshop 
evaluations are presented in Table 15. 

AS shown in the table, the respondents were generally 
favorable about the quality of the workshop, with most of the 
responses falling at the upper end of the response scales. The 
strength of the workshop appeared to be the interesting n*ture of 
the ideas and concepts that were presented and /J^*;* 
session leader. Many of the respondents (84%) indicated that 
they would like to obtain more information about JJ^^^^^P'-^* 
Participants did not feel as strongly that ^f.^f^J'S; 
had been appropriate or that the concepts and ideas presented had 
direct utility in working with parents; i.e., it appeared that 
the participants were interested in how to make greater use of 
the concepts in professional practice. 

AS a supplement to the ratings of effectiveness, additional 
comments werS solicited from the participants. A .Ji*^;*^ 
of the nineteen respondents made statements about the q«*lj*y <»« 
the program. These comments are provided in Appendix 8. A 
number of thm responses alluded to the fact that the speaker was 
very knowledgeable and interesting to listen to. These 
individuals made statements such as; [the J»«*5;;«*»fi *** 
insightful and illustrated points with real-life •«P«ri«n««« 
which were interesting and Applicable" or "the speaker was well 
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v^rsttd and kaovl«dg«abl«". Whil* thar* did s««m to b« agromttnt 
th9,% tf MpmaJimr was friandly and sincara, savaral of thm 
raspoBdoBts iadicatad that tha workshop naadad to ba Bora 
praotlcal in its focus and should highlight information that tha 
participants did not alraady know. For axaapla, ona raspondant 
notad that "Tha spaakar was vary aasy to listaa to, knaw what ha 
vas talking about, but Z fait va naadad mora on hov to daal vith 
paraats (which was to ba ths topic of tha sassion)". Anothar 
axprassad his or har viav this way; ••vhan Z go to a workshop Z 
a»«ot to hava soma 'things' or knovladga to ratura to school 
with, [tha instructor did not tall us anything ira did not 
alraady knov". 

Tha opan-andad comaants suggastad that tha parsoaal styla of 
tha instructor was vail racaivad, whila tha massaga racaivad 
mixad raviavs from participants. Thosa who vara not favorabla 
saamad to baliava that tha vorkshop should ba mora appliad and 
should rasult in nav undarstandings about hov to voric vith 
parants. 

Tllfflltr g»lg~A««aaamaBt 

Partioipaats ia tha vorkshop vara also askad to raspond to a 
sarias of qi'uastions about tha vorkshop outcomas using tha Taaehar 
8«lf-XssassmaBt. Tha full sat of rasponsas ara givaa ia Appandix 
0. A summary of tha rasponsas follovst 

1) ACtar participating in this vorkshop, daacriba vhat you saa 
as important charactaristics of familias that aaad to ba 
considarad vhan planning for spacial aducation sarvicas. 

Most of tha rasponsas to this quastion cantarad on tha 
importaaca of undarstanding tha uniqua maka-up of aach family and 
hov that maka-up influancas tha quality of parant/sehool 
communication. Por axampla, ona participant notad that "aaeh 
individual family has individual and spacific charactaristics 
just as aach individual in that family doas. Family sisa, 
dyaamics, participatioa of aambars, accaptanca of tha 
haadieappiag condition, and history of sarvicas aad coatacts 
alraady mad mxm importaat coasidarations" . Participants gaiaad 
aa uadarstaadiag of tha importaaca of parant involvamant in tha 
aduoatien of tha spacial naads child. Haarly all of tha 
rampoadaats to this itam iadicatad that thay had a daapar 
appraeiatioB of hov important it vas that familias ba iavolvad at 
aa aarly ago. Ona raprasantativa raspondant put it this vay} 
"Thay [parants] must taka advaataga of sarvicas at aa aarly aga". 

Tha tvo major thamas associatad vith this quastion vara l) 
Zt is eritical to gat parants and familias involvad in davaloping 
tha aduoatioaal program for tha child vith spacial naads at aa 
«arly aga aad 2) thara ara many intarralatad charactaristics of 
f^ili«s that must ba considarad vhan trying to vork vith tham 
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«ad all of th««« ebaraet«ristic» ln£lu«nc« how th« par«nt» 
(faally) will raspoad. 

Tabla IS. Taachar avaluationa o£ Dr. David Sabatino'a Workshop 
oa Working with Varaata of Childran in Spacial Education and 
Accaaaiag Cowunity Raaoureaa (nsi9) 

parforaanca Fraquancy oiatribution of Raaponsaa 

Itaa (Parcanta ara givan in paraathaaa*) 

Poor 







7 


6 


5 


4 


3 


2 


1 


1. 


Tha organisation of 
aaaaion vaat 


f 5 
% (26) 


5 

(*«) 


3 

(16) 


3 

(16) 


1 
(5) 


2 

(11) 


0 
(0) 


2. 


Tha objactivaa of tha 
aaaaion vara: 


f 4 

% (21) 


5 

(26) 


4 

(21) 


3 

(16) 


1 
(5) 


2 

(11) 


0 

(0) 


3. 


Tha work of tha 
aaaaion laadar was: 


f 5 
% (2<) 


6 

(32) 


3 

(16) 


(11) 


1 

(5) 


2 

(11) 


0 

(0) 


4. 


Tha idaaa and eoncapts 
praaantad warat 


f 7 
% (37) 


5 

(26) 


3 

(16) 


3 

(16) 


0 

(0) 


1 

(5) 


0 

(0) 


S. 


Tha aetiyitiaa/taaehing 
atratagiaa utilisad in 
tha aaaaion wara: 


f 4 

% (21) 


5 

(26) 


4 

(21) 


1 

(5) 


4 

(21) 


1 
(5) 


0 

(0) 


C. 


Tha axtant of covaraga 
waat 


f 3 
% (16) 


3 

(16) 


7 

(37) 


3 

(16) 


1 

(S) 


2 

(11) 


y 

(0) 


7. 


Tha utility of thaaa 
coneapta for working 
affactivaly with 
parantat 


f 4 

% (21) 


S 

(26) 


3 

(16) 


2 

(11) 


3 

(16) 


1 

(5) 


1 

(5) 


8. 


My attaadaaca haa 
providad aa with 
inforaatioa that ahould 
prova to bai 


f 5 
% (26) 


5 

(26) 


4 

(21) 


2 

(11) 


1 
(5) 


1 
(5) 


1 
(5) 


9. 


ovarall X would conaider f 5 
thia saaaioat % (2C) 


5 

(26) 


2 

(11) 


5 

(26) 


0 

(0) 


1 
(5) 


1 

(S) 


10. 


Would you ba intaraatad 

in obtaiaiag additional 
iaformatioa about tha topic? 


yaa 

f 16 
% (t4) 




Me 
3 

at) 
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2) List memm vays in which thm school or spscial sducatioa 
profsssioMl caa ssrvo as a ••broksr" in accsssing couunity 
rssouross* 

Ths rssponsss to this qusstion indlcatsd that participants 
gsnsrally galnsd an avarsnsss of how important it was for spscial 
•duoatlon psrsonnsl to knov vhat othsr social agsnciss vsrs 
sTallabls in ths contmlty and thsn bo abls to pass this 
information along to parsnts. Whlls nsarly all indicatsd how 
isportaat this broksring function vas, ssvsral suggsstsd that 
thsy rsally Icnsv vary littls about vhat agsnciss vsrs availabls* 
For szaapls ons participant commsntsd that ^'ths school psrsonnsl 
nssd to bs infomsd of vhat ths couunity rssourcss ars bsfors 
thsy can ^broksi'. X aa not avars of all of ths availabls 
rssourcss^ ths rsfsrral procsdurss# or ths cost**« Xt appsars 
that ths participants in ths vorkshop gsnsrally 1) dsvslopsd an 
undsrstanding of ths important rols ths tsachsr can play in 
connsoting parsnts to community agsnciss and 2) rscognissd that 
thsy rsally did not knov a grsat dsal about ths rssourcss that 
vsrs sTailabls in thsir communitiss. 

3) List any nsv tschniquss that you havs Isamsd that vill 
snsbls you to mors sffsctivsly accsss community rssourcss. 

Thsrs vsrs fsv rssponsss to this itsm. Thsrs did not sssm 
to bs a rsourrsnt thsms in ths rssponsss that vsrs obtainsd. 
Mens of ths individuals listsd spscific tschniquss that could bs 
ussd* Ons notsd that a list of rssourcss should bs maintainsd 
and that an umbrslla organisation to coordinats rsfsrral sf forts. 
Anothsr rsspcndsnt indicatsd that ths tsachsr could Isam through 
ths nsvspapsr or discussion vith collsaguss. Ons rsspcndsnt 
notsd that vhils no nsv tschniquss vsrs Isamsd in ths ssssion, 
it vould bs a Tsry ussful topic for an inssrvics ssssion. 
participants did not indicats that thsy fslt thsy had Isamsd 
many nsv tschniquss that vould hslp thsm accsss community 
rssourcss. 

worksbQP Sn— mrv 

K rsTisv of ths Tsachsr Vorkshop Evaluations and ths Tsachsr 
8slf->Asssssasmts indicatsd that ths participants gsnsrally 
snjoysd ths ssssion. Thsy fslt that ths spsaksr vas 
kaovlsdgsabls and intsrssting. Thsy also rscognissd ths msssags 
that tsaohsrs play an important part in making ths homs-school 
partmsrship vork. Thsy also dsvslopsd furthsr thsir 
umdsrstamding about ths important rols ths tsachsr can play in 
accsssing coamnalty rssourcss. At ths sams tims, soms of ths 
tsaohsrs sxprssssd ths opinion that ths ssssion bs mors 
smpsrismtial (Isss Iscturs) vith mors attsntion givsn to ths 
dsvslopmsmt of practical stratsgiss for bringing about bsttsr 
parsnt/sobool rslationships. 
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TEACHER TRAINING WORKSHOP- MR. LORENZO WYATT 
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nr. Lorraao wyatt, forM«r principal and adjunct profaaaor in 
thm Dcpartarat of Educational Laadarship and Policy Aaalyaia at 
Sar^ Tannassaa Stata Uni varsity prasantad a workshop to 11 
Chaptar 1 taaohars £ro« tha Waahington county school Syatam. Mr. 
Wyatt's prasantation focusad on Stratagias for Building 
parant/School Partnarahipa. Tha workshop was hald on 'fi**^ . . ^. 
aftamoon fro« 3:30 until 5:30 PM. Tha lactura/discussion aathod 
was tha priaary instructional dalivary usad in tha sassion. 

Qtli^g B^l i^aat inforaatioB 

Mr. Wyatt had saryad as an alaaantary school principal for 
25 yaars prior to his ratiramant in 198». Ha was wall known for 
his ability to gat parants involvad in activitias at tha school. 
Ha was principal in a school with a hataroganaous socioaoono«ic 
■is that was locatad in tha cantar of a saall city in Oppar Bast 
Tanaassaa. Sinca his ratiramant ha has baan aaployad on * P*f t- 
tiaa basis in tha Dapartaant of Educational Laadarship at »*«t 
Tanaassaa Stata univarsity, whara ha taachas coursas on "School 
and Coaaunity Ralations" and ••introduction to Educational 
Adainistration" . 

PBOGBAM MSSSSMnr 
f aclta g w orkshop Evaluation 

A tan itaa Taachar Workshop Evaluation fora was adainistarad 
to all thosa who attandad tha workshop conductad by Mr. Wyatt. 
Tha taaohars wara askad to raspond to aach of tha itaas on 
nuaarical soalas that rangad froa 7 (4xcallant) to 1 (poor). 
Tha fora was givan to participants approxiaataly two days aftar 
tha coaplation of tha workshop. Tha rasults of tha workshop 
avaluations ara prasantad in Tabla 16. 

As shown in th* tabla, tha raspondants wara ganarally 
favorabla about tha quality of tha workshop. Most of tha ratings 
fall at tha uppar and of tha rating scaAa. Ganarally tha 
participants fait that tha objactivas of tha workahop wara 
appropriate and that tha concapts praaantad wara of intarast. 
Moat (S«%) of tha raapondants indicated a dasira to laarn aora 
about tha topic. Although tha ratings did not raflact 
conclusivaly strong positive or nagativa faalings about tha 
profassional davalopaant prograa, raspondants appeared to be less 
favorable about the teaching aethods or strategies that were used 
in the aessioa. 

Additional written coaaents were solicited froa the 
participants as a aeans of suppleaenting tha inforaation obtained 
on the rating scales. Five of the seven respondents aade 
stateaents about the quality of the prograa. These coaaents are 
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orovid«d ia Appaadia 0. Haarly all of tha coaaaats raflactad a 
Sagativa faaliig about tha applicability of tha iaforaatioa for 
Chaptar X taaohars. Two of tha raspoadaats fait that tha 
iaforaatioa would hava baaa aora appropriata for aa 
adaiaiatrativa audiaaea. For axaapla oaa coaaantad this way, 
••8oaa of tha idaaa could oaly ba iapl«aaatad by a priacipai. 
This vorkshop would baaafit priacipals iatarastad ia iacraasiag 
oaraat iaTolvaaaat" . Whila aoaa of tha raspoadaats fait tha 
iaforaatioa was act usaful, thay had difficulty ia saaiag how 
this ralatad to thair positioas as Chaptar 1 taachars. 

T«>ch>r aalf-Assassaaat 

participaats ia tha workshop wars also askad to raapoad to a 
sarias of quastioas about tha workshop outcoaas using tha Taachar 
salf-Assassaaat. Tha full sat of coaaaats is givaa ia Appaadix 
V. A suoaary of thosa rasponsss follows: 

1) Aftar participating in this workshop, dascriba what you saa 
aa soma of tha positiva attributes or charaetaristics of 
paraats that ssrva as opportunitias for tha chaptar I 
taachar. 

This quastioB did not appaar to ba claar to tha raapoadaats 
as thara wars no consistent rasponsss. Ona taachar notad that 
paraata do not saaa intarastad. Anothar f^f'^'J** 
involvsmant doss causa parents to taach thair children behaviors 
that lead to better learning. Another teacher indicated that 
parents could be involved in field trips, actively participate in 
the classroom or work with their children individually at hoae. 

2) List SOBS things or benefits that might result from greater 
involveaent of parents in chapter I prograas. 

Three participants rssponded to this item. Two of the 
respondents suggested that the first thing to improve would be 
student achievement. Participants felt that this would occur 
once students saw that parents felt what they were doing at 
school waa important. They seemed to see a linkage 
parent intereit/ involvement and student ••"-••J**'' ^^fj J^"" 
result ia improved performance. One participant summed it up 
thia wayi "Sa most important benefit would be higher atudent 
achievamaat because I feel that parent interest and involveaent 
leada atudenta to believe that their owa work at school is 
iaportaat. If they feel that their parenta place aa 
i^rovameat of grades and reading skills, then students will try 
harder, hava greater self-esteem and have a better attitude 
towarda laarning". The participanta aeamed to believe that there 
ia a atrong link between parent involvement and learning. 
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Tabltt x«. T«*ch«r •valuations o£ Mr. Loran*o wyatfa workshop on 
Building loaa-Sobool Partnarships (na?) 

parforMtnea Praquancy Distribution of^^*'P»»'*' 

rt.mm (Parcants ara givan in parantbasas) 

* Excallant Poor 
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prova to bat 

9 ovarall 1 vould considar f NO RESPONSES WERE 8IVEM 

this sasslont % (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) (0) 

10. would you ba intarastad Xas Ho 

in obtaining additional f « i 

information about tha topic? % (««) (*4) 



3) List any nav tachniquas that you hava laarnad that will 

anabla you to mora affactivaly acc mmunity rasourcas. 

Tha raspondants listad a numbar of tachniquas that jould ba 
usad to inoraasa parant involvamant. Thasa suggastions iavolvad 
suoh things as saSding out a list of POtontial pro j acts for 
parants, involvamant in taxtbook complatioa calabratlons, landing 



llbrariMr vidttotap* chttckout proeaas and parant advisory 
eonittaas. Aa onm partleipaat cotad, "tha workahop offarad many 
good idaaa for parant participation**. 

gaskmaB-SsBicz 

\ raviaw of tha Taachar workshop Evaluations and tha Taachar 
salf-Assassaants indicatad that tha participants ganarally hald 
favorabla opinions about tha sassion^ although only savan 
avaluation fona wara raeaivad. Thay fait that tha concapts vara 
uaafuX and notad that thara vara practical auggastions givan for 
ittcraaaing parant involvamant. savaral azprassad a concam th^t 
tha foeus vas on parant involvaaant from tha principals' 
parspaotiva rathar than from tha taachars'. 
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^^^ qTOone j y«* Parpoif Of ggogg— 

Dr. R«bacc« l«b«ll, A..oclat« Prof.ssor in ^hj Djpjrtmjnt o£ 
HU..1I SivSoSS-nt «ad Lwrning at East ^ 

ShiS" IrTlll.^ 2;hSr.Sd th. n..S to giv. cbildr.n . 

Sndorgmrton" woro distributod to paronts at tha Pra- 
KSJISIrtan scraaning. Parants of nawborna at Johaaon City 
5i5?«l ciSa? SSISiSIl vara providad litaratura on paranting 
skills and languaga davalopmant. 

i }^^mr Rf ^yrant infOCTatioQ 

or. I.b.ll h« b..n th. 'jcult, at ^JJJ^JJf Ji'tS/S*;, 
taachar. around tha f •'ij^S * °' * ^jSSitt t«*«*«S^"^^^ 

:s^^rf:Scjr"K:fa4^^^^^^ 

SJay" aS "oivaloping Curriculum for tha Young child". 



VS06SMI A8SBB8IIB1IT 



Oivan tha short duration (thirty «ia«*^;;> HXHn* 

^^^r^ Tf frcSraSir. rf-^h^oSiir Hi5r-" 
SSr S: rhaTaciTh:t«^^ - 

JSri"S ch?l5hood yJars from Washington county. 
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gi atefyronn * mnA Pnrpoa* of thm Proqrtt 

Thm •chool syst** incr«a»«d lt« •fforts to identify 
individuals wHo ir«r« having parsonal, «c«d««ic or •motional 
difficulty and wara in naad of rafarral to othar 
coamuaity aganciaa. Two social vorkars wara hirad by tja school 
avstam; ona at tha northarn and of tha county and ona at tha 
southara and. Tha Major purposa of P"9'« Y". 
individuals Who Bight banafit fro. P^*^"** 
aaancias such as tha Tannaasaa oapartmant of Hunan sarvicas, 
coBprahansiva coBBunity sarvicas, Watauga Hantal B«*lth, 
isaoeiation of Ratardad citiaans, Waahington County Sharif f's 
Offica, Baat Tannaasaa Stata Univarsity. Tha social wrkars 
assistad in making tha contacts and sarvad aa important lia«« 
batwaan tha individuals in naad of assistanca and tha conmunity 
agaaeiaa . 

A haalth aducator or family lifa spacialist waa alao 
idantifiad on octobar 27, l»»0. Tha naw Family Lifa curriculum 
was iBplaaantad on January s, 19»0 and continuad through Kay 25, 
l»tO. A total of 410 Family Lifa claaaaa wara conductad at 11 
schools in tha county. Tha Family Lifa spacialiat conductad 
family lifa aducation classaa with studanta in gradaa «-» aao 
haalth classaa in grada 10 in tha schools co««*Y7':^**:.^™^ 
oMactiva of tha family lifa program waa to provida inatruction 
in family rasponsibilitias, valuas, dacision-making, raalitiaa of 
taanaga pragnancy, HIV/ AIDS and birth control. 

FBOGRAM ASSBSSMBXT 
wagarral t communitv Aqancias 

Tha social workar assignad to tha southarn and of Washington 
county raportad assisting sixty («0) studanta and familiaa in 
McSring Sarvicaa from othar coBmunity aganciaa batwaan Hovambar 
1989 and rabruary 1990. Thia raprasantad a aixty parcant 
incraaaa ovar saivicas providad during tha Pff^^;"? 
aama schools. Thaaa rafarrals wara mada to tha following 
aganoiasi Tannaaaaa Dapartmant of Human Sarvicaa, H. B. 
Commiaaion on Childran and Youth, Comprahanaiva community 
aarvicas, Watauga Mantal Haalth, Aaaociation of Ratardad 
ciSaaSa, Waahiigton county Sharif fa offica and East Tannaaaaa 
stata Univaraity. 

fmmAiw ^.i^tm inat r yytion and Ralaf4 BtrriCtt 

Aoroaa tha county thara wara a total of 2429 atudanta 
aliaibla to participata in tha program. Of that numbar, 2344 
lotJall? pJrticipatSd. Thia amountad to a 97% participation rata 
Munty-Jida. Thira vara a total of 44J atudanta •li^i"* 
Mar; wast Viaw, Aibury and South Cantral Blamantary Schoola. 
Of thit numbar, 432 participatad. Thia rapraaantad a 9i% 
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rMPona* rat« for tho«« four •l«m«ntary schools *t ths southern 
•ad of ths county, participation in tbs prograa was dapandant on 
oaraatal pamission. only 1 parcant of tha parants actually 
rafttsad to lat thair child participata in tha program* county- 
wida. Tha rafusal rata was .5% for studants in Laaar, South 
cantral, Asbury and wast viaw Blaaantary Schools. This high 
daoraa of parantal parmission was aa indicator of tha support 
that axistad out in tha coamunity for this family lifa program. 

Studants in grada aight raspondad to a briaf quastionnaira 
dasignad to look at tha impact of tha family lifa classas on 
thair own livas. Tha rasults of that avaluation ara prasantad in 
Tabla 17. 

Tabla 17. Parcant of positiva Rasponsas of Eighth Grada studants 
To tha Family Lifa Evaluation Form (n=421) 

parcant (%) 

. Xtam Positiva Rasponsas 

1. I caa talk opanly to my 54% 
paraats about saxual 

issuas* 

2. Family lifa classas will 97% 
halp ma maka rasponsibla 

dacisions about sax. 

3. I am mora likaly to 93% 
affactivaly usa birth 

control bacausa of 
information obtainad 
FLB classas. 

4. Studants ara mora likaly 80% 
to dalay saxual activity 

aftar having FLX classas. 



5. Tha lasson most banaficial 
to ma was ont 

pubarty. Human Raproduction 17% 

& Childbirth 
Raalitias of Taan Pragnaney 25% 
Saxually Transmittad Disaasa 15% 
HXV/AXD8 

Birth Control Damons t ration 2S% 

Thasa rasults indicata tha axtaat to which studants fait tha 
Family Lifa Program would hava oa thair own saxual practicas. as 
showa ia tha tabla, studants fait that as a rasult J'^J^*"^^,.. 
programs, thay would ba abla to maka battar dacision about thair 

7S 



77 



oira ••xual practices and would bm mora lik«ly to maka affactiva 

usa of birtH control. 

m addition to tha aighth grada survay, a 25 quaation Family 
Lifa Taat vaa administarad bafora tha tanth grada Family Lifa 
daasas vara conduetad at Danial Boona High School. Tha rasults 
of thia pratast ahowad that thara was a graat daal of 
miainformation about tha topica covarad in tha Family Lifa 
curriculum, studanta alao had vary inaccurata parcaptions about 
tha pravalanca of aazual activity among thair paara. Of tha 232 
atudanta that took tha prataat, l«3 (70%) aoorad 72 or lowar, 
whila only nina (4%) acorad or highar. on tha poattaat, 
howavar, scoraa incraasad conaidarably. only 14 («%) acorad 72 
or lowar, whila 17« (73%) acorad at or highar. Thia rapraaantad 
a claar gain in knovladga and undaratanding of thoaa topica 
covarad in tha Family Lifa Program. In addition to atvdant 
participation, 45 othar individuala obaarvad tha Family Lifa 
claasaa, including a parant, an aaaiatant auparintandant, aix 
principala, two aaaiatant principala, 32 taachara, two guidanca 
counaalors and ona librarian. Thirty-nina of tha obaarvara 
submittad writtan atatamanta about tha claaaaa that wara obaarvad 
and all of thaaa wara favorabla. Aa anotbar indicator of 
parantal involvamant in tha Family Lifa Program, 14« paranta mada 
writtan raguaata that atudanta racaiva a fraa booklat on pubarty. 
Fiftaan booka wara chackad out of tha Family Lifa Landing Library 
by paranta. 

in addition to tha Family Lifa Curriculum, taanaga paranta 
<N=1S) at David Crockatt High School wara providad with 
inatructi-^n on paranting, child haalth iaauaa, family 
raaponaibilitiaa, birth control and counaaling by Watauga Mantal 
Baalth and tha March of Dinaa. Family Counaaling on haalth 
ralatad isauas and abuaa waa providad or individuala wara 
rafarrad to tha appropriata aganeiaa. A Parant Landing Library 
waa alao availabla in aach school during tha inatructional 
aaaaiona. 

Program unmrnarr 

Thaaa raaults damonatrata tha auccaaa that tha School Social 
Work and Family Lifa Program had during tha l99a9-«0 aehool yaar. 
A aigaificant ineraaaa occurrad in tha numbar of rafarrala nada 
to commuaity aganeiaa, aa important achool to community linkagaa 
wara built. Tha Family Lifa Program not only producad important 
cognitiva and attitudinal chaagaa in atudanta, but alao aarvad aa 
a vary important aourca of information for paranta. It appaara 
that parant aupport for thia naw program waa vary atrong. 
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tW. DZSCOlflXOV MMD OOMCLUSZOm 

TbMtt ^mrm four broad goals guiding tho LIFE Program. Thasa 
broad goals varax 

GOAL #Xi To daralop attltudas and imdarstandings that would 
aaabla faailias to baooM a£f aotlTa partnars vitb tbair 
sebool la tba adueatioa of tbair cbildran. 

dOUb #2; To davalop tacbaiqaas and practieas aacassarr for 

affaotlTa paranting^ capitalising on tba tiaa spaat at bona. 

OOblt #3s To radaoa aignifioantly tba axpaasas and anargiaa now 
diraotad towards raaadial and spaoial aduoation programs by 
aaans of a program diraotad at prarantion. 

GOAL #4t To prowida for tba baaltby working ralationsbips 
batwaan parants and scbools. 

Tba avaluation rasults containad in tbis raport auggast that 
tba l9tt-90 LIFE Program was vary suecassful in raaobing tbasa 
broad goals « In addition, naarly all of tba mora spaoifio 
objacti^as outlinad aarliar in tba raport wara aobiavad. Wbila 
mticb o^ tba supporting avidanca for this claim can ba found in 
tba daacriptions of tba individual programs, four major findings 
hava baan idantifiad which ralata diractly to tbasa goals. In 
addition, avidanca is providad undar aach of tbasa finding^ to 
damonstrata that tba mora spacific objactivas wara raacbad« Tba 
spacific conclusions wara drawn from a synthasis of tba avidanca 
tbat was found to axist in tba various programs. 

Finding Onax Tba LIFE Program was vary affactiva in davaloping 
positiva attitudas and undarstandinga of both 
parants and taacbars. Tbis growth has lad to tha 
formation of strongar partnarships in tha taaching 
and laarning of childran. 

... Tha numbar of parant voluntaars showad a significant 

inoraasa ovar pravious yaars, with tha graatast incraasa in 
actual numbars of voluntaars occurring in tha alamantary 
schools at tha southam and of tha county (40%). Tbara was 
also am incraasa in parant voluntaar contact hours in thasa 
schools. 

900 parants attandad tha four workshops conducted by Dr. 

Rabacca Isball antitlad »Oiva Your Child Tba Baat««. Thasa 
workabOQS wara locatad at schools in tha southam and of tha 
county iniara parant involvamant had not baan as strong in 
pravious yaars. 
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riym Bovdoln P«r«nt Education Programs rasultad in tha 

participation of 47 parants in 5t7 contact hours. Two 
Faaily Math Prograaa wra o£farad. Thaaa programs involved 
a total of 12 family taams. la all of thasa programs 
parants cooaantad on tha wondarful opportunity tha sassions 
providad for idantifying activitias that tha family could 
work on at homa as a taam. in tha casa of tha Family Math 
Program, parants and ehildran worhad togathar to laam naw 
math skills* 

visitations wara mada to tha homas of ehildran idantifiad as 

having difficultias in tha schools at tha southam and of 
tha county. 

During intarviaws with parant participants in tha Bowdoin 

and Family Math Programs a numlsar of parants daseribad tha 
faalinga of parsonal and amotional support that thay gainad 
from participating in thasa programs and sharing concarns 
with othar parants in similar situations. Whila thasa did 
not constituta "official" support groups, many paranta 
viavad tha axparianca as baing highly supportiva and 
faoilltativa of thair af forts to ba affactiva parants. 

Parants in tha Bowdoin, Family Math and P*S8 programs 

axprassad vary positiva aducational axpactations for thair 
ehildran. Thay also raportad vary positiva parsonal 
oriantations to laarning and a commitmant to tha laaming 
procass. 

Finding Two: Tha Bowdoin Parant Education Program and Family 
Math Program wara vary suecassful in halping 
parants undarstand tha davalopmantal naads of 
thair young ehildran and davalop tachniguas and 
practicas that could ba usad at homa to taach math 
and languaga skill davalopmant. This suecass was 
particularly avidant among parants of pra-school 
and aarly alamantary aga ehildran. Tha programs 
wara not, howa.ar, davalopad to halp parants of 
oldar alamantary, middla school or high school aga 
ehildran. 

1X7 diffarant parants chackad matarials out of tha Bowdoin 

Parant Education Landing Librarias. 

Thara was a significant pratast to posttast changa in 

knowladga about tha parant as taachar, as maasurad on tha 
Bowdoin Invantory of Parant Baliafs and Practicas. 

— Participants in tha Family Math Program raportad having 

laaraad a numbar of diffarant stratagias for taachlng basic 
math concepts at homa whila having fun at tha sama tlma. 
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milltt thm Faaily Focus Msvspapsr Progrma was not conductad, 

otlitr progrmms vara vary affaotiva in prosoting tha concapt 
of ••hoM as classroom**. NaiiT participants indicatad hov 
tha programs had halpad thaa bacoma much mora involvad in 
tha aducation of thair childran* 

Finding Thraat Tha LIFB Program was succassful in providing 
programs and sarvicas which may significantly 
raduca futura azpansas and anargias diractad 
toward ramadial and ««8pacial*« aducation programs. 
Tha program raprasantad an aarly invastmant 
dasignad to kaap studants out of thasa •«spacial*« 
programs • 

Tha comprahansiva Pra«*Kindargartan Scraaning Program was 
conduotad in tha spring, 1990 • 

A total of 38 studants participatad in a pra-Kindargartan 

summar Enrichmant Program* 

— Fiva studants vara includad in a nav Pra«*First Grada 
Bnriohmant Program vhich focusad on tha davalopmant of 
handvriting, math skills, phonatics, sight vords, color 
vords and tha ability to follov d:lractions. 

Pratast to posttast scoras on tha Briganca K«*l Basic 

scraaning Assassmant incraasad by 27 points for tha childran 
idantif iad as ''at risk" in tha Pra^-Kindargartan Enrichmant 
Program. 

Thara vas a 60 parcant incraasa in tha numbar of rafarrals 
mada to outsida community agancias* 

A nav Family Lifa Program vas initi4.tad in tha schools vhich 

gainad tha support of parants and lad to significant 
incraasas in tha amount of knovladga high school studants 
had about family mattars and human samiality. 

Finding Fouri Tha LZFB Program forgad many nav and amciting 
ralationships batvaan parants and tha schools. 
Thasa nav attitudas and ralationships vill ba 
amtramaly important in t^a livas of thasa childran 
as thay mova through tha school yaars. Tha impact 
of tha positiva and cooparativa attitudas 
initiatad and nurturad during tha 1989-1990 school 
yaar vill fait for many yaars to coma. 

Intarviava vith paranta raflactad tha vary poaitiva faalings 

thay bad davalopad tovard tha aohool aystam as a rasult of 
tha tZFl Programa. A numbar of partieipamta oommantad that 
thay vara amtramaly grataful that tha aohool vould conaidar 
sponsoring such programa for tham* 
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— rhm ••e«l«bratioB8** that occurred at tba and of tha Bovdoin 
and PASS vrograaa vara axasplaa of vaya in vhich tha 
axoitaaant aad anthuaiaam that had baan ganaratad in thaaa 
prograaa could ba aharad. 

500 broehuraa antitlad ••Gatting Your Child Raady For 

Klndargartan^* vara diatributad to paranta during tha Pro- 
Kindargartan Scraaning Progras. 

Additional raaourca aatariala auch aa ••Raading and Laarning 

Tipa For Paranta", "Laarning la For svaryona** and tha 
Bovdoin Matariala vara nada availabla to paranta. 

paranta of navboma at Johnaon City Madicai Cantar Boapital 

vara providad litarawura on paranting akilla and languaga 
davalopmant. 

30 taachara of gradaa 27 apacial aducation taachara and 

IX CLaptar z taachara attandad vorkahopa on hov to vork aora 
affactivaly vith paranta in aaating tha naada of tha child. 
For tha moat part, taachara fait thaaa prograaa vara vary 
uaaful profaaaional davalopaant activitiaa. 

Tha findinga aantionad abova and aupporting avidanca containad in 
tha mora axtanaiva raport hava lad to tha folloving concluaiona 
and raeouandationas 

concluaiosi «ls Tha l»a9-*1990 LIFE program vaa vary auccaaaful in 
maating tha broad goala of craating nav parant- 
achool partnarshipa and funding for tha program 
ahould ba continuad or axpandad. Tha Bovdoin, 
Family Math and PASS Programa vara all axtraaaly 
affactiva in forging strongar homa~school 
partnarahipa. 

ConcXuaion «2: Vhila tha currant program ia highly auccaaaful, 
LZFl programa ahould ba davalopad vhich involva 
paranta in tha aducation of oldar childran. Thaaa 
nav programs ahould addraaa tha paranting naada of 
paranta of oldar childrani i.a., childran in tha 
latar alamantary gradaa, aiddla achool and high 
achool • 

Concluaion «3s A major goal of tha LIFE program vaa tha 

davalopaant of an attituda among paranta and 
taachara alika, that Laarning Za For Evaryona. 
Thia program had a vary raal foeua on tha 
aducation of adulta in tha community, not juat tha 
laarning of childraa. Thia adul^ aducation foeua 
vaa appraciatad by paranta aad tai\chara and haa 
baan mantionad in tha litaratura aa ona of tha 
trua aarka of an affactiva parang involvamant 
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program. Th« LlFl program should continua to 
promot* th« d«v«lopm«at of a ••laaming coamuaity", 
with tha school aarving aa tha cantar of that 
eoamuBity. 

conclusion #4: Tha instructors in tha LIFl Programa "ara 

axcallant and racaivad vary favorabla raviawa from 
parants. Tha school systaa ahould continua to 
racognisa thaaa taachara for thair ability to 
ralata so affactivaly to tha paranta in tha 
community. Thay could parhapa ba utilisad aa 
raaourcaa in halping othar collaaguaa to bacoma 
affaotiva adult aducatora. 

concluaion *5t whila tha LIFB Programa wara "••J^"?- 
tha naada of many paranta, graatar amphaaia ahould 
ba plaead on providing aarvicaa to thoaa "hard- 
to-raach" paranta in tha community. Thoaa who 
participatad in tha programs wara not *l»*yf 
parants who had littla pravioua contact with tha 
school . 



conclusion fit Tha amount of tima allottad for H»l Pf®9j^*?^^... 

should ba incraaaad. Acroaa many of tha programs, 
paranta indicatad a daaira to know mora about 
topica and to spand mora tima on l«««oBa or 
aotivitiaa. Additional raaourcaa will ba raquirad 
to axpand tha offaringa to maat thaaa axpraaaad 
naada. 

conclusion #7: -^ha focua of tha 1989-I9f0 LIPl Program waa 

primarily on tha davalopmant of attitudaa ralatad 
to studant laaming. Thia waa a vary affactiva 
approach. Tha raaults, howavar, indicata that a 
aumbar of paranta participatad in tha LIFB Program 
aa a maana of finding amotional aupport for thair 
paranting activitiaa. As part of futura LIFE 
aotivitiaa, tha achool ayatam might considar 
davaloping "paranting aupport groupa" for paranta 
with childran of all agaa, in which paranta coma 
togathar to diacuaa paranting topica or iaauaa, 
that ara not diraotly tiad to halping atudanta 
laam mora affactivaly. 

concluaion «tt Tha aaaaasmanta mada during thia firat of tha 

LIFB Program wara by nacaaaity ahort-tarm in 
natura. Much of tha assaasmant proeaaa focuaad on 
parant and taaohar paroaptiona of program quality, 
tha axtant o£ laaming and bahaviormX chaaga. 
Follow-up aaaaswaata ahould ba coasidarad which 
aimultanaoualy traek parant involvamaat and 
atudaat parformaaoa ovar tima. 
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conolusioa ft t Additional funds should hm availabls so that 

altarnata Bsthods can ba usad to advartisa futura 
parant involvaaant programs. A nuabar of parants 
indieatad that a broadar participation in tha 
programs could hava baan obtainad if diffarant 
typas of madia had baan usad to advartisa. 



